	AT WHICH LEVEL OF GOVT SHOULD A SERVICE BE PROVIDED

Rule of subsidiarity (Loxton) :  implies that public service is to be provided by the lowest unit of society that can provide it adequately, effectively and for the benefit of the wellbeing of all.(government closest to the problem is responsible for its solution).

Summary - public services is provided by different levels of government, some levels have exclusive responsibility, while others have shared responsibility.  For certain services each level has primary responsibility.  Different levels assume responsibility to ensure public services is provided effectively, adequately and for benefit of a particular community/society.

The Rule of Subsidiarity refers to the sphere of government who is responsible for delivering a public service. According to the Rule of Subsidiarity, the ideal is for a service to be provided by the sphere of government (National, Provincial or Local) closest to the need. It will not make sense for example to expect National or Provincial to oversee the removal of waste out of a community. Local government (municipalities) is ideal for this service (removal of waste), because each municipality is familiar with the needs of the communities within its jurisdiction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Similarly, one cannot expect municipalities to provide a service to protect society from threats from outside the borders of the country (terrorism).  This will be a service provided by National government, as National government has the means and is responsible for the safety of the whole country.

To ensure an efficient an effective service, local government is also ideal for the rendering of the following services: provision of electricity, public transport, water and sanitation, street lighting, libraries, building regulations, primary health care (clinics and immunisation), protection from crime (police) etc.

