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The South African government is structured into three (3) spheres / levels and in divisions of authority.
The spheres are National, Provincial and Local,  and the divisions are Legislature, Executive & Judiciary The Legislature, Executive and Judiciary is found in all three spheres / levels and are independent of each other.
This activity was based on the National Level of government which means Legislature at National level and Executive at National level.  The Judiciary will be discussed separately.  
The Legislative authority at National level is vested in Parliament and Parliament consists of the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces.  Members of the National Assembly (NA) are elected to represent the people and ensure government by the people. Members in Parliament are appointed as per the quota and in accordance with the various parties that make up government (ruling party has most number of members, followed by largest party etc).
Functions of the Legislature at National level
To amend the constitution;  to pass legislation and assign legislative power to a legislative body in a different sphere of government. Parliament can intervene by passing legislation in accordance with Section 76(1)  relating to matters within functional areas listed in Schedule 5, when necessary to maintain national security; maintain economic unity; maintain essential national standards; establish minimum standards required to render services and t prevent unreasonable action taken by a province against another province or against the country.  Effective exercise of power concerning any matter listed in Schedule 4.
Parliament is bound by the Constitution and must act in accordance.
Executive Authority at National Level
Executive Authority is vested in the President.  The President, Deputy President and Ministers are elected from the NA.  Any number of ministers can be appointed from the NA but only a minimum of 2 from outside of the NA.
Once appointed, the President ceases to be a member of the Legislature.  The President appoints his cabinet (Deputy / Ministers ); assigns powers and can dismiss the cabinet. Legislature can pass a motion of no confidence in cabinet excluding the President (then the President reconstitutes the Cabinet), but if the Legislature passes motion of no confidence in the President then the President and his cabinet is dismissed (example President Mbheki).
Functions of Executive at National Level
· Implement national legislation (provide public services prescribed by legislation)
· Develop and implement national policy
· Co-ordinate functions of state department and administrations (public services)
· Draft and introduce legislation
· Perform any other executive function provided for in the Constitution or national legislation
