How to approach the portfolio
Prof IJ Kroeze
This document serves as general guidelines for the portfolio that will be your final assessment for this module.  I am not giving you answers to the questions, but merely telling you how to approach it.
Step 1:  Read the article!  And please do not think this is easy.  Prof de Vos is one of the foremost law academics in South Africa and his stuff is not easy.  You need to read and re-read it.  The point he is trying to make is not simple – you have to read carefully and make sure you understand it.
Step 2:  Make the summary.  Now, remember this is legal philosophy, not constitutional law.  He makes a lot of references to the constitution and constitutional law and judgements.  You can safely ignore those!  Look specifically for those things you have already studied in the study guide.  Once again, focus on his philosophical argument.
Step 3:  You now need to VERY briefly summarise the four philosophies studied.  For this purpose I suggest you use the diagrams I posted along with the video.  It shows, for example, that there are four themes in Critical Theory and that each of the critical theories address these in a specific way.  That is the basis of the summary.  For African Legal Philosophy, concentrate on the characteristics of ALP.
Now this is important: when I say you must critically discuss, I don't mean that you must necessarily agree or disagree with De Vos!  What I require is that you indicate where the philosophy agrees or disagrees with De Vos.  
This means that you need to look at the characteristics of every philosophy and indicate whether this is found in De Vos's article or not.
Step 4:  For this final section, you need to pick a philosophy and say how and why this differs from De Vos's view.  You do not have to develop your own philosophy!  Just choose the one you most agree with and then show how this is better than De Vos's.  It can be any one from any learning unit and might even be De Vos's view.
The most difficult thing about this is being able to summarise both De Vos and the different philosophies in a fairly short number of words.  So think carefully before you write.  Make your words count!
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