
WHAT IS ENFORCEABLE AUTHORITY
The effective provision of a public service requires authority or power to enforce obedience or compliance, which only the government can assume responsibility for providing that service. Depending on the scope/comprehensiveness, (includes cost + expertise) of the service, and the private sector or society’s inability to provide such a service, government has to provide the service.  

According to the social contract, government has certain codes of conduct that society has to abide by i.e. Code of Public Conduct; Ethics of Public Accountability. When society does not comply with these rules and regulations, then the state or government has the right to enforce / insist with compliance – this is called enforceable authority. Example building regulations, (when one wants to build, one has to comply with the regulations of that Municipality with regard to structure, distance from road, environmental regulations etc); driving licence, (in order to drive a vehicle, one has to have a driving permit, be it a law of a country or an organisation); vehicle road worthy certificate for a motor vehicle.  Failure to comply with any of the above examples, can result in fines / imprisonment. 

All service providing institutions enforce state rules.  These rules are enforced to protect citizens and are in their best interest.  Government has legitimate power to enforce its authority to ensure the survival of the state and its citizens.  State institutions have various instruments of power at their disposal example reject building plan if it does not comply with regulations; do not pay rates – property can be auctioned, being a threat to the public or being a nuisance, one can be arrested

Protection, survival, independence of the state requires the state to suppress conflict and to force citizens / population to abide by the laws / rules of its government.
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