EXAM REVISION
Introduction 
The government authority in South Africa is divided into three categories, legislative, executive, and judiciary. The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 makes provision for how the three branches of government, occasionally referred to as Parliament, provincial legislatures and municipal councils conduct their business.. 
The Legislature 
Composition
The legislature is composed of national sphere of government vested in Parliament, provincial sphere of government vested in provincial legislature and local sphere of government vested in Municipal Councils.  
The Parliament is composed of National Assembly and National Council Provinces. The provincial legislature is composed of elected members in terms of electoral system that is prescribed by national legislature based on that provinces segment of national common voters roll provides for a minimum of voting age of 18 years, and results, in general, in proportional representation. 
Additionally, the provincial legislature is composed of between 30 and 80 members. However the number may differ in terms of provinces, the number is determined in terms of formula prescribed by national legislation.  
Lastly, the local sphere of government is composed of municipalities, which must be established for the whole of the territory of the Republic and the legislative authority of a municipality is vested in its Municipal Council.   
Powers
The legislatures at the different levels of government have different legislative powers, each with its own jurisdiction.  
The national legislative authority as vested in Parliament its power is to amend the Constitution, to pass the legislation with regard to any matter but excluding matters subject to subsection (2), to assign any of its legislative powers to any legislative body in the sphere of government except the power to amend the Constitution.   
Parliament may intervene by passing legislation in accordance with section 76(1) with regard to a matter falling within a functional area listed in schedule 5, when it is necessary to maintain national security, maintain economic unit, maintain essential national standards, establish minimum standards required for the rendering of service, and to prevent unreasonable action taken by province which is prejudicial to the interests of another province (Wessels, Mongake, Nothling, Gerber,Kennedy, & Malefane 1998:13).
The legislative authority of a province is vested in its provincial legislature and confers on the provincial legislature the power to pass a constitution for its province or to amend any constitution passed in terms of section 142 and 143.   
The municipality may make and administer by-laws for the effective administration of the matters which it has the right to minister.   
The Executive 
Composition 
The executive authority of the Republic is vested in the President. The President exercises the executive authority together with other members of the Cabinet. The Cabinet consists of the President as the head of the Cabinet and a Deputy President and Ministers .  
The executive of the province is vested in the Premier of that province, the executive council of a province consists of the Premier as head of Council and no fewer than five and no more than ten members appointed by the Premier from among the members of the provincial legislature.   
The executive authority of a municipality is vested in its Municipal Council.   
The executive is therefore composed of the President and his Cabinet, the Premier and Municipal Council. 
Powers 
The President together with other members of the Cabinet exercises authority by developing and implementing national policy, co-ordinating the functions of state departments and administration and preparing and initiating legislation .    
The Premier exercises the authority together with the other members of the Executive Authority by implementing Provincial Legislature in the province, developing and implementing provincial policy, co-coordinating that functions of the provincial administration and its department, preparing and initiating provincial legislation, and implementing provincial legislation in the province.   
The municipality has executive authority in respect of, and has the right to minister the local government matters listed in Part B of Schedule 4 and Part B of Schedule 5, and any other matter assigned to it by national or provincial legislation.   

The Judiciary
Composition 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The judiciary authority is vested in the courts. Therefore the judiciary is composed of five types of courts; the highest court is the Constitutional Court. The other courts are the Supreme Court of Appeal, the Supreme Courts, the Magistrate’s courts, and any other court of comparable status to the Supreme Courts of Magistrate’s court which has been instituted or recognised by an act of Parliament.  . 
Powers
The judiciary has the power to enforce the Constitution and the Law. The Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court of Appeal and the Supreme Courts have inherent jurisdiction to protect and regulate their own proceedings and to develop common law.   
Conclusion 
In South Africa, the sovereign power of government is vested in the constitution. All three branches of government authority in South Africa are subject to the Constitution of the republic of south Africa 1996.   


