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Dear Student 

 

Herewith are the correct options and comments on the questions of the compulsory 
assignments as per tutorial letter PLC 2602/201/2017. We trust that you have found it a 
worthwhile exercise. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 01 

 

QUESTION 1 
 
The correct option is 3.  
 
Only the policies of the majority ruling party can be considered as public policy. The election 
manifesto consisting of the proposed policy goals and objectives of a political party becomes a 
source of public policy once it is elected as government. Refer to page 16 in the Study Guide.  
 
QUESTION 2 
 
The correct option is 4. 
 
This question follows from the previous question. Note that in a democratic dispensation the 
sample of the population that is eligible to vote (i.e. those who have franchise) are referred to as 
the electorate. The proposed policy goals and objectives of a party becomes a source of public 
policy only when the party achieves a majority and receives a mandate (right to make decisions 
on behalf of the electorate) through an electoral process.  
 
QUESTION 3 
 
The correct option is 2. 
 
Within a democratic dispensation where evaluation is a major stage in the policy process which 
is cyclical and dynamic, the identification of a policy deficiency or loophole is considered as a 
new policy input. However, it is important to note that government inaction is a policy decision. 
Hence, if there is no response to an identified deficiency or loophole in policy, it is considered to 
be a policy decision. Refer to page 9 of the Study Guide.   
 
QUESTION 4 
 
The correct option is 1.  

In a parliamentary system of democracy such as South Africa, the legislature or parliament 
represents both majority and minority interests through proportional representation. A policy 
proposal must receive a 50%+1 vote in parliament before it can be passed as official legislation. 
Hence, the legislature is the final arbiter on policy proposals and not the executive which only 
has the authority to initiate and implement policy. This is in keeping with the principle of the 
‘separation of powers’ as a means of ensuring checks and balances to prevent the possible 
tyranny of majority rule across the three major branches of government, namely; the legislature, 
executive and judiciary.  
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QUESTION 5 
 
The correct option is 4. 

Refer to pages 56-57 of the Study Guide. In order for a policy proposal in the form of a white 
paper to become official legislation it must be authorised by representatives through a 50%+1 
majority vote in the legislature. This takes place in the Legitimisation and Formalisation stage 
of the public policy-making process.   

QUESTION 6 
 
The correct option is 1. 

The application of cost-benefit analysis is associated with rational choice theory. Rational 
choice theory emphasises the objectivity of employing scientific techniques to determine the 
advantages and disadvantages of adopting a particular policy option. The purpose of this 
approach is to prevent elite interests or the subjectivity of officials from influencing policy 
decisions, which is a major shortcoming of public choice theory. However, it is important to note 
that rational choice theory has its own shortcomings, for example, cost-benefit analysis is 
particularly weak when measuring policy preferences that deal with issues of value (cultural 
norms, animal rights, abortion etc.,). See pages 97-109 of the Study Guide.    
 
QUESTION 7 
 
The correct option is 4.  
 
Refer to page 61 of the Study Guide. Note that public administration focuses predominantly on 
policy implementation analysing the role of the bureaucracy and the effectiveness of policy 
procedures in meeting the respective policy objectives. Hence, it addresses issues of fact 
whereas politics focuses on the normative dimension of the policy process. For example, does 
the policy process adhere to democratic tenets of accountability, transparency and public 
participation?  How does ideology shape the policy direction of the incumbent majority party that 
is government? How does cultural identity determine civil society’s response to a particular 
policy decision? As result politics is about value judgements which are qualified by reference to 
political theory, ideology and empirical data.  
 
QUESTION 8 
 
The correct option is 1. 
 
Refer to pages 110 of the Study Guide. Neostatism assumes that the state places limitations on 
the perception of what peoples own interests and political resources are.  
 
QUESTION 9 
 
The correct option is 2. 
 
Refer to page 66 of the Study Guide. Note that in this scenario the policy did have its intended 
impact on the target group (i.e. enhancing agricultural productivity of small scale  farms), but it 
also had diffuse negative impacts on other policy areas and groups (viz. the flow of water in the 
game reserve needed to support its wildlife and poisoning of fish stocks in the Pongola River 
affecting the river eco-system and local fishermen depending on them for their livelihoods).  
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QUESTION 10 
 
The correct option is 2. 
 
Refer to pages 62- 63 of the Study Guide. International organisations do not have the mandate 
to implement policy; however, they can influence policy formulation and decision-making.  
 
QUESTION 11 
 
The correct option is 1.  
 
Refer to page 50 of the Study Guide. The shift of the National Health Insurance from a systemic 
issue for government deliberation to a formal policy implies that it has been given special 
attention and subsequently been put into action. Hence, this represents an institutional agenda.  
 
QUESTION 12 
 
The correct option is 2.  
 
Note that public opinion and not public policy is very flexible and is constantly changing.  
 
QUESTION 13 
 
 The correct option is 1.  
 
Refer to page 31 of the Study Guide. An international agreement is only binding once it is 
ratified by both houses of parliament. The National Council of Provinces (NCOP) articulates the 
interests of individual provinces at national level and serves as an oversight mechanism, 
ensuring that all agreements including international agreements which are enacted into law 
does not compromise the interests of respective provinces. Note that Bills which directly affect 
provinces (e.g. education, transport, development, health etc) must be referred to a sitting of the 
NCOP for debate and to vote on whether they reject or accept the Bill. Some international 
agreements such as Agenda 21 principles on Sustainable Development that was accepted by 
member states at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de 
Janeiro Earth Summit is an example of an international agreement that affects all spheres of 
government and required the ratification of the NCOP.   
 
QUESTION 14 
 
The correct option is 3.  
 
‘Rolling back the state’ is associated with neoliberal ideology. Neoliberalism advocates for 
privatisation of state functions such as the provision of water and healthcare whereas modern 
liberalism is generally associated with the state providing the necessary goods and services 
required by individuals to develop and realise their rights and freedoms. The implementation of 
GEAR in South Africa is an example of neoliberal policy as it emphasised a shift towards 
privatisation and greater deregulation of the economy.  
 
QUESTION 15 
 
The correct option is 3.  
 
Refer to page 90 of the Study Guide. Foreign policy objectives and security policy even within 
democratic dispensations are not disclosed to the public as adherence to transparency in this 
regard may result in a negative outcome. In other words, if a state were to reveal its security 
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strategies to the public this information will possibly be exploited by terrorist organizations or 
other criminal elements, which may pose a threat to national security and order.   
 
QUESTION 16 
 
The correct option is 3.  
 
Refer to page 89 of the Study Guide. Developing economies generally lack the necessary 
resources to finance extensive welfare and development programmes. This is due to the fact 
that they have a small tax base (fewer people who can afford to pay taxes). Rolling out an 
extensive healthcare programme would result in increased taxes for the existing tax base 
without increasing per capita incomes.  
 
QUESTION 17 
 
The correct option is 2. 
 
Refer to page 32 of the Study Guide. Note that the decision by the South African government to 
support NATO’s intervention in the Libyan conflict is an example where bureaucrats exercised 
their own discretion in decision-making. They placed the strategic national interests of the state 
above the stipulated principles outlined in its foreign policy. 
 
QUESTION 18 
 
 The correct option is 2. 
 
Refer to page 100 of the Study Guide. The actions of policy makers according to game 
theorists, should not only reflect their own desires, interests and perspectives but also their 
expectations of what others would do.  
 
QUESTION 19 
 
The correct option is 2. 
 
Refer to page 126 of the Study Guide. Note that trade liberalisation policies implemented by 
international trading regimes such as the WTO does compromise state sovereignty. Lowering or 
removal of trade tariffs to specific imported commodities can result in deindustrialisation, as 
local industries producing the same commodity have to compete with cheaper imports. This 
resultant outcome of the globalisation of trade is commonly referred to as ‘dumping’. 
 
QUESTION 20 
 
The correct option is 3. 
 
Refer to pages 63-64 of the Study Guide. State officials often employ commissions of 
investigation or enquiry to determine whether bureaucrats have complied with internal 
procedures and policies governing the operation and function of a particular state department or 
organisation. This commission decides on the level of punishment or corrective measures that 
should be taken against a bureaucrat for violating these internal processes and policies. Note 
that the ruling of the commission is less formal than a court hearing, however, depending on the 
extent of the violation and the implications this may have on civil society, the findings of the 
commission can be forwarded to the court where a formal investigation and hearing will ensue. 
Hence, the example of the Ministerial Committee of Enquiry into Cricket South Africa is an 
example of bureaucratic adjudication. 
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ASSIGNMENT 02 

 
QUESTION 1 

The correct option is 5 
See Study guide Page 66 
 
QUESTION 2 

The correct option is 4 
See Study guide Page 101 
 
QUESTION 3 

The correct option is 5 
See Study guide Page 121 
 
QUESTION 4 

The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 19 
 
QUESTION 5 

The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 125  
 
QUESTION 6 

The correct option is 3 
See Study guide Page 52  
 
QUESTION 7 

The correct option is 1 
See Study guide Page 65  
 
QUESTION 8 

The correct option is 5 
See Study guide Page 68 
 
QUESTION 9 

The correct option is 1 
See Study guide Page 25 
 
QUESTION 10 
 
The correct option is 3 
See Study guide Page 62 
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QUESTION 11 
 
The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 104 
 
QUESTION 12 

The correct option is 4 
See Study guide Page 15 
 
QUESTION 13 

The correct option is 5 
See Study guide Page 123 
 
QUESTION 14 
The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 63 
 
QUESTION 15 

The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 42 
 
QUESTION 16 
 
The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 45 
 
QUESTION 17 

The correct option is 1 
See Study guide Page 109 
 
QUESTION 18 

The correct option is 1 
See Study guide Page 79 
 
QUESTION 19 

The correct option is 1 
See Study guide Page 61 
 
QUESTION 20 
 
The correct option is 2 
See Study guide Page 44  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

8 

  FURTHER INFORMATION AND QUERIES 

If you have any further questions about the assignment, please contact the responsible lecturer.  
If you want to visit us at the office, please make an appointment beforehand to ensure that we 
are available. 

We wish you the best for your studies. 

Lecturer: Ms S Motlhoki 
Tel: (012) 429-6638 
E-mail: motlhsm@unisa.ac.za 


