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Adjective
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-NEGATIVE
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1 umu-
um-

umunti (person)
umfindisi

“teacher/preacher”

u- Umfana uyadlala 
(The boy plays)

yena wa om(u)- ka -m(u)*-

2 aba
abe-

abantu “persons”
abelungu

“europeans”

ba- Abafana
bayadlala

(The boys play)

bona ba aba- ba -ba-

1a u- udokotela “doctor” u- Ubaba uyasenbza
(Father works)

yena/wona wa om(u)- ka -m(u)*-/-wu-

2a o- odokotela
“doctors”

ba- Obaba
bayeseneza
(Father and

company work)

bona ba aba- ba -ba-

3 umu-
um-fula

umuthi 'tree”
umfula “river”

u- Umuthi uphelile
(The medicine is

finished)

wona wa om(u)- wu -wu-

4 imi- imithi “trees” i- Imithi iphelile
(The medicines

are finished)

yona ya emi- yi -yi-

5 i(li) ikati “cat” li- Ikati liyabaleka
(The cat runs

away)

lona / lakhe la eli- li -li-

6 ama- amakati “cats” a- Amakati
ayabaleka

(The cats run
away)

wona a ama- wa -wa-



7 isi- isitsha “dish” si- Isitsha singcolile
(The dish is dirty)

sona/sakhe sa esi- si -si-

8 izi- izitsha “dishes” zi- Izitsha zincolile
(The dishes are

dirty)

zona za ezin(m)- zi -zi-

9 in-
im-

inja “dog” 
imbuzi “goat

i- Inja
iyakonkhotha

(The dog barks)

yona ya en(m)- yi -yi-

10 izin
izim-

izinja “dogs”
izimbuzi “goats”

zi- Izinja
ziyakonkhotha
(The dogs bark)

zona za ezin(m) zi -zi-

11 u(lu) Uthando “love” lu- Ufundu lulambile
(The tortoise is

hungry)

lona lwa olu- lu -lu-

14 ubu- Ubuntu
“humaneness”

bu- Utshwala
buyabiza

(The beer is
expensive)

bona ba obu- bu -bu-

15 uku- Ukudla “to
eat/food”ront 

ku- Ukudla
kuvuthiwe

khona kwa oku- -ku-

Notes: 
- Possessive concord and negative marker both have an “A” in front of word
-  Possessive concord and negative marker the vowels merge
- Negative marker word has an “I” at the end


