Describe a strong relationship between at least two characters in the text. Explain how this relationship helps you understand these characters.

A strong relationship in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee is that of Atticus Finch with his daughter Scout Finch. It is a strong relationship as Scout as a young child is close to her only parent, her father. She questions him about issues concerning the town, her, and others. Atticus answers Scout in an honest way and thus they have a strong father-daughter relationship. 

The relationship helps us understand Atticus and Scout. When Scout questions Atticus he replies to her in a way that she will understand but also in a way that he believes is right and non-judgmental. The way that Atticus talks to Scout gives the impression that he wants his children to be non-judgmental people, unlike the way the town of Maycomb is. An example of this is when Atticus tells Scout, “You never really understand a person until you consider things from their point of view – until you climb in their skin and walk around in it”. This shows that Atticus wants Scout to see things from other’s perspective rather than her own. This quote helps the audience understand Atticus as a father who wants his children to have their own unbiased opinions which are based upon looking at both sides of a story. Another example that explains that Atticus wants his children not be influenced by people’s opinion is when Scout asks Atticus if he is a nigger lover. He replies, “Nigger lover is a term used by trashy people when they think somebody’s favouring Negroes over or above themselves.” This quote confirms that Atticus tells the truth to his children, because he does not want to lie to them. The affect of this quote on this audience is that it gains Atticus respect from the audience. 
The relationship also helps us understand Scout. At the beginning of the novel, the questions that she asks Atticus show that she observes others’ behaviour and is judgmental. However, as the circumstances change and their relationship remains strong it can be seen that Scout develops her own unbiased opinion especially towards the end of the novel. The way that Scout approaches Atticus shows that she is a straight forward person. An example of this is when she asks Atticus what rape is. She doesn’t hide anything from Atticus, she speaks her mind and this is portrayed by the way she is around Atticus, honest. Scout, being the person she is, affects the audience because it provides them with a perspective of an innocent, naïve six-year-old.
The conversations that Atticus and Scout have are what make a strong relationship and these conversations help the audience understand both of them. Atticus is a person who is honest and a respectable man, who treats everyone with dignity and respect no matter what their colour, race or opinion, is. An example of this is when Atticus is told by Scout and Jem that Mrs. Dubose calls him a nigger love and the next time he visits her, Atticus does not show a hint of anger towards her. This example shows that Atticus believes that everyone can think what they believe is right but he does not let it effect his daily life. 
A strong relationship in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird is that of Scout and Atticus. This relationship helps us understand them. Atticus is portrayed as a kind, polite man who is honest, by the way that he talks to Scout. The relationship helps to understand Scout as a young innocent child brought into a world of black and white; she is naïve and questions her father. Finch
Describe an interesting quality or characteristic of a person or character in the text. Explain how this quality or characteristic helped you understand the person or character.  

In the poem, Octopus Auckland: Eight Suburbs by Karlo Mila, an interesting quality of the author, Karlo Mila, is her way of looking at normal everyday things with a different perspective to others. She compares Auckland to how it was 30 years ago and it is an interesting quality about her. 
This quality helps understand Karlo Mila as person who does not take things for its face value. In Grey Lynn, for example, for people it may seem as a suburb full of profit due to sub-division and a great estate market. However, to Karlo Mila it is a suburb that has lost its family quality that it had when choir practices were held there 30 years ago. Karlo Mila looks deeper than the small Right of Way Driveways of Grey Lynn, back thirty years when choir practices were held. It helps to understand her as a person for whom face value means nothing in comparison to a family. In Stanza four where she writes, “…must remember back thirty years to the slap of jandals and wooden floors groaning under the weight of cross-legged choir practice..” This confirms that even to Karlo even though Grey Lynn is now a student residence which is now cut into flats she can’t forget what it was like back then and this quality about her helps the audience understand her as a person for who money is nothing over family time.
Her different perspective to others also helps to understand Karlo as an emotional person. She cares for what happened to Auckland in the past and is affected by it. An example of this is when she writes about Onehunga, “…on the hill we all see what is missing...” This shows that Karlo cared about the tree being cut down, that she believed that it should not have been cut down because it is not the same Cornwall Park without the tree. She tries to say to the people who cut the tree that you can cut down the tree but not the moon light. She looks at the hill with a different perspective to a person who is for example new to New Zealand and this quality helps the audience understand her. The audience gets to see Karlo Mila as an emotional person who is concerned about issues just as everyone else is. The effect of this on the audience is that they are able to see Karlo Mila’s point of view about the tree being cut down and it makes them realize that she is actually a real person not just a poet that writes what she dreams. They are able to empathize with her.
In the poem, Octopus Auckland: Eight Suburbs by Karlo Mila, an interesting quality about Karlo Mila is her ability at looking at normal things with a different perspective to others. This quality helps the audience to understand Karlo as a person who is aware of issues and has her opinions and as an emotional person who does not take things for face value.
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Describe a situation or event in the text that shocked or surprised you. Explain how this situation or event helped you understand an idea (or ideas) in the text.





An event that shocked me in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, By Harper Lee is the death of Tom Robinson.


Tom Robinson tried to escape after he was claimed guilty in his trial by the jury.


He was shot seventeen times and was killed.





The death of Tom Robinson helped to understand the idea of Racism.


This is because even though Atticus provided all the evidence needed to prove that Tom Robinson was innocent, he was still charged guilty.


Tom Robinson knew that he was not going to win his trial because it was his word against a whites’ so he decided to take matter into his own hands.


The death of Tom Robinson shows that there was no hope for Tom because he was a African American and the colour of his skin was black. 


The fact that he was shot seventeen times also helps to understand the idea of racism in this novel. If it was a white person trying to escape the same precautions would not have been taken.








Tom Robinson’s death also helped to understand the idea of “the mockingbird being killed.” 


The mockingbird is symbolizing Tom. Tom is a victim of Racial prejudice.


One of the ‘mockingbirds’ in the novel is Tom Robinson. This is because he has not done anything wrong. The death of Tom Robinson signifies the death of a mockingbird and helps to understand the idea of the mockingbird being killed in the novel.


Earlier in the text Atticus told Scout,” Shoot all the blue jays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird. Miss Maudie later added, “that’s right all Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy….that’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” 





Since the abolition of slavery, the boundaries between blacks and the Ewells are less clear. This helps to understand the idea why the Mr. Ewell was so certain to prove Tom Robinson guilty.


This is because if he did not, he will have a black dot next to his name and he is finding hard to earn any money and if Tom was proved not guilty then his social stance will go lower than the blacks and he won’t be able to make a living.








Another idea that can be understood through the death of Tom Robinson is why Mr. Ewell was so bound on making sure that Tom Robinson was charged guilty. 


There are strict divisions along class lines in Maycomb. This can be understood through the death of Tom Robinson as he is a black. The black community is automatically sent to the bottom of every community hierarchy in America at that time.








Another reason why the Tom Robinson trial was important to Atticus was because he believed every man should be give a fair trial no matter what race, culture or colour they are.


Atticus said in the court, “our courts are the great levelers, and in our courts all men are created equal.”


This shows that the trial is important to him because he believes that each individual is entitles to a fair trial and he is trying to make it a fair trial as much as possible.








If Atticus did not take the Tom Robinson case he wouldn’t be able to hold his head up high. 


He says, "Because I could never ask you to mind me again. Scout, simply by the nature of the work, every lawyer gets at least one case in his lifetime that affects him personally.


 If he backed out of the case or if he didn’t but his full ability into defending Tom Robinson it would mean that he would be ashamed of himself.











 Describe an experience or event that was important to a character or individual in the text. Explain why this experience or event was important to that character or individual.





Tom Robinson’s trial was an event that was important to Atticus. Tom Robinson is a black man charger for the rape of a white girl, Mayella Ewell. She is from the family known as ‘white trash’ just above the black community in the town hierarchy.





This event was important to Atticus because he knew that revealing the truth in front of the town about the case will open their eyes.


He knew that it would not result in Tom Robinson, not being charged and declared not guilty.


 However, it will make the town aware that a black man wasn’t actually lying.


Miss. Maudie says,” it’s just a baby-step but it’s step.”  
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