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ENN103F EXAM PACK MAY/JUNE 2015 TO OCTOBER/2016 EXAMS 

1 THE STRUCTURE OF ENN103F EXAMINATION QUESTION PAPER 

The English for Academic purposes (ENN103F) examination paper is made up THREE 

sections:  

SECTION A:(3x10 marks) 

Short questions based on a comprehension passage you will be provided with. Before you 

attempt to answer any question read through the text two to three times underlining key ideas 

and words. Read through the questions and go back to the passage and read for a second time. 

In this section there are TWO key questions words which you need to respond to 

(PARAPHRASE and SUMMARISE). NOTE: You are expected to write one paragraph per 

question (approximately 100 words). You must write full sentences which are logical, 

coherent and cohesive. 

SECTION B: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (10 MARKS) 

 In this section you are provided with ten multiple choice questions. When answering these 

questions your understanding of English is tested. NOTE most of the questions requires to 

provide facts or information which is not explicitly stated in the comprehension passage. The 

following skills are being tested: word and phrase inference, the ability to read between the 

lines, knowledge of a variety of discourse genres you will interact with in the academic 

world, the ability to recognise and interpret English metaphors and idioms, establish writer’s 

intention, the writer’s audience, understanding of explicitly stated facts or details, use of 

punctuation marks, referencing methods or conventions, structure of discourse or texts, 

meanings of abbreviations and acronyms, the writer’s tone, attitude, feelings and emotions, 

providing synonyms, antonyms, homophones and homonyms, identifying prefixes and 

suffixes. All in all, you must read extensively as you prepare for the examination. The 

passages the examiners bring in the examination are varied. These passages can be from or 

about Economics, History, Politics, Religion, Medical field, Social catastrophes or epidemics, 

Science and Fiction and many others. 
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SECTION C: ESSAY (50 MARKS) 

In this section you are given two essay topics and you are supposed to select or choose one 

topic.In most cases these questions demand you to write either a discursive essay or an 

argumentative essay. Choose the type of topic in which you can do your best. Before you set 

your mind and choose a certain topic makesure you are well versed with the features; 

characteristics; facets or ingredients of that essay type. 

FEATURES OR INGREDIENTS OF AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY 

1. Usually use the present tense. You should know some facts, or have a very strong 

opinion about the topic. You should be able to elaborate or prove your point or be 

very passionate about it, otherwise the essay tends to become more repetitive. 

2. Use persuasive words like “definitely,” “therefore” and phrases like “without doubt”  

3. Arguments must be reasonable or logical and they must show cause and effect. 

4. You develop an argument opinions or viewpoints which will convince the reader or 

marker. 

5. Your diction or register must be always courteous or respectful. 

6. By and large, the essay is subjective. You are allowed to use the pronouns “I” and 

“We” 

FEATURES OR INGREDIENTS OF A DISCURSIVE ESSAY 

1. Use the present tense as well. 

2. Present facts which portrays both sides of the topic. 

3. The points for and against the topic must be supported by evidence. 

4. After posing different viewpoints and weighing supporting evidence, a conclusion is 

reached. 

5. The aim is not to convince or persuade the reader but to present substantial or 

empirical facts which will appeal to reason and help people to make better 

judgements. 

6. You do not give personal opinions in a discursive essay. 

7. This essay is objective and not subjective. 

ESSAY PRE-WRITING PROCESS 
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After choosing an essay topic plan for the essay. Do not an essay without a plan. It is very 

suicidal to write an essay without a blueprint which will guide you. Metaphorically and 

categorically, there is no builder who can build a house without a plan. 

When planning for an essay start by BRAINSTORMING. To brainstorm is to write down as 

quickly as possible all the ideas which you think are relevant in developing your essay. At 

this juncture do not worry about order.  

After generating your ideas the next step involve clustering or grouping ideas which have a 

relationship or something in common. 

The next activity after grouping of ideas is to engage in the logical arrangement of the 

grouped ideas. Indicate which ideas will be used in paragraph one write up to 5 or 7. Number 

your ideas so that you develop the coherently one after the other. 

DURING WRITING PROCRESS 

When writing your essay remember the following crucial aspects which must be visible in the 

essay: 

INTRODUCTION 

Your introduction has an important function in an essay. Remember, the first cut is the 

deepest. An introduction must generate interest in the mind of the reader. It must be palatable 

so as to whet the appetite of the reader. It must be a signpost or a summary of what is to be 

presented in the essay. Provide a clear thesis statement in your introduction as well. 

THE BODY OF THE ESSAY 

It must be made up of 3 to 5 paragraphs. NOTE: Each paragraph must focus on one idea and 

not a hotchpotch of ideas. Interms of structure, each paragraph must have a TOPIC 

SENTENCE, DEVELOPERS AND A TERMINATOR. 

COHERENCE AND COHESION – strive as much as possible to write a coherent and 

cohesive essay. Coherence refers to a smooth flow of ideas. On the other hand, cohesion 

refers to the unity or relationship which exist among your ideas. More importantly, cohesion 

means sticking together – your paragraphs should not be loose standing entities.Your 

sentences and paragraphs should be easy to follow. Do not rumble. Cohesion and coherence 

is created by using discourse markers or cohesive devices such as “firstly,” “in addition,” 

“furthermore,” “however,” “even though,” “despite the fact that,” “by and large,” “all in all,” 
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“consequently,” “as a result” and many others. Although you must skip a line between 

paragraphs, there should be words to link them. Do not join sentences with “and then, and 

then and then!” 

 

CONCLUSION 

Basically, a conclusion is used to summarise the key ideas discussed in the essay. Do not 

leave the reader in suspense. I t is very important for every writer to tie up all the loose ends. 

POST-WRITING PHASE 

After writing your essay revise your content and structure. Check the following features 

which normally result in a very low mark if they are not properly addressed: 

 Sentence construction: NOTE – a high scoring essay must have 4 types of sentences 

(simple sentence; compound sentence; complex sentence and compound complex 

sentence). 

 Coherence and cohesion – improve link between ideas and paragraphs’ 

 Spellings 

 Wrong use of a word (homophones; homonyms in particular) 

 Tenses and verbs 

 Concordial agreement errors 

 Countable and uncountable nouns 

 Punctuation marks 

 Articles  

2 SOLUTIONS AND HINTS ON HOW TO RESPOND TO SHORT QUESTIONS 

Paraphrasing and summarising are very important skills which every student must master. 

These skills help students to avoid plagiarism. More importantly the ability to paraphrase and 

summarise help students to improve their understanding of written texts. 

The concept of paraphrasing  

 A paraphrase is a restatement of the meaning of a text or passage using other words. Through 

paraphrasing the writer will make the meaning more simple and clear. It is very important for 

the writer to retain the basic meaning while changing the words. 
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Methods of paraphrasing  

 When reading a passage, try first to understand it as a whole, rather than pausing to 

write down specific ideas or phrases. 

 Be selective. Choose and summarise the material that helps you make a point in your 

question or topic. 

 Think of what your own words would be if you were telling someone who is 

unfamiliar with your subject. 

 Read the text you want to paraphrase several times until you feel that you understand 

it and you can use your own words to restate it to someone else. Look away from the 

original and rewrite the text in your own words.  

 Change the structure of sentences by changing the word order (syntax), word form 

(classes) and make use of synonyms and antonyms. 

 Break up long sentences, combine short sentences, expand phrases for clarity or 

shorten for clarity or conciseness. Through this process you must eliminate or remove 

some words and others as well. 

 Change the words by using synonyms or a phrase that expresses the same meaning. 

 Change active voice to passive, and direct to indirect speech. 

 Change the order in which ideas are presented in a paragraph. 

 

WHAT IS A SUMMARY?  

 

 A summary is a brief statement or account of the main points of something. 

 A summary describes a larger work e.g. a novel, speech or research project, using less 

content than the original work. 

 In addition, a summary can be defined as a comprehensive and usually brief abstract 

or recap of stated facts. 

 More importantly, a summary is a record in a reader’s own words that gives the main 

points of a piece of writing. 

 By and large, a summary is a brief, digest, synopsis or short version of a larger piece 

of work. 

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PARAPHRASING AND 

SUMMARISING 
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 The main concern of paraphrasing is to interpret and present ideas of a text in your 

own words. 

 On the other hand, the purpose of a summary is to shorten the original text by 

selecting only the relevant ideas and major supporting details. After selecting the 

ideas, the writer combine the ideas into a shorter version of the original. 

 Paraphrasing is mostly done to short pieces of texts while summarising is used with 

texts of any length. 

HOW TO SUMMARISE 

 Use your own words as far as possible. 

 Read in order to decide what the main points are.  

As you read, underline all the important points and all the important evidence. Look for all 

topic sentences, words that are repeated several times and transition words. These can help 

you understand the overall structure of the passage. 

 List or cluster the main idea of the whole piece, the main supporting ideas, and the 

main evidence for each idea. 

 Use the same key words or technical expressions. These are unavoidable. 

 Express the ideas in your own vocabulary and expressions as much as possible, rather 

than copying or just rearranging. 

 Do not include much detail. 

 Look out for the 5Ws- WHAT? , WHICH? , WHO? , WHERE? , WHEN? 

WHY?and the one H- HOW? 

 Omit any repetitions. 

 Change the order if necessary, so that the main idea comes first and is followed by the 

supporting ideas and evidence in a logical sequence. 

 If the original uses “I” replace this with the writer’s actual surname, “the writer”, or 

“she or he”. 

 If the original uses “you” substitute with “people” or “they”. 

 Start with a sentence that; 

a) Identify the writer and the piece of writing, for example, by giving the writer’s 

name, the title of the piece and where/when it appeared. 

b) Give the main idea. 
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 Use the transition words to join everything together e.g. in addition; moreover; 

however; on the other hand; on the contrary; therefore; as a result; nevertheless; in a 

nutshell; in conclusion; consequently etc. 

 

 

 

FEATURES OF A GOOD SUMMARY 

 

 A good summary should give an objective outline of the whole piece of writing. 

 It should answer basic questions about the original text who “who did what, where 

and when?” or “what is the main idea of the supporting points?” 

 You should not give your own ideas or conclusions as part of the summary. 

 A good summary should not include selected examples, details or information which 

is not relevant to the piece of writing taken as a whole. 

 

MAY/JUNE 2015 MEMORANDUM 

 SECTION A: SHORT QUESTIONS SOLUTIONS 

QUESTION 1: Explain what the heading, “The hunt for Ebola medicines is being 

accelerated”, demonstrates and how the sub-heading support the main heading. [10 

marks] 

 Question analysis and interpretation. 

Explain: here you are required to express in simple terms what the heading or title implies or 

means. To explain is to make an idea clear to someone by describing it in more detail. 

Hunt: implies that doctors are chasing or searching for a vaccine or medicine which can cure 

Ebola. Literary, the term hunt refers to the practice of killing or trapping animals or pursuing 

or tracking them. The search for a drug which cures Ebola is metaphorically and categorically 

compared to the practice of hunting wild animals. Doctors are intensively pursuing for a drug 

which can effectively destroy, kill or hunt down Ebola. 
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Accelerated:  Portrays the speed at which the doctors are moving towards finding a drug 

which can cure Ebola. The effort of the doctors is expected to occur sooner or develop 

quickly. 

Note: when responding to this question focus attention on: 

The heading: “The hunt for Ebola medicine is being accelerated” 

Subheadings which support or develop the heading: “stepping up the pace” and “production 

underway”. 

 

 

POSSIBLE ANSWER/ SOLUTION 

This article, published on-line by the economist, portrays the frantic effort which is being put 

by medical experts so as to find a cure to the deadly Ebola epidemic. Ebola is spreading so 

fast and it is causing so many deaths especially in Liberia. The writer compares the search for 

a remedy to the disease with the hunting practice. The metaphor of hunting depicts the fact 

that the panacea needed to cure Ebola is difficult to find, therefore, much skill and effort is 

required. The idea of an increased speed and effort is well linked to the subheading entitled 

“stepping up the pace” so many lives are being lost every day due to the pandemic. Such 

large numbers of casualties have necessitated the need to increase the speed of finding lasting 

care. To counteract the fast spread of the disease, scientists are to take short cuts by not 

following the bureaucratic protocol which will delay the process of finding a cure. After 

developing a vaccine many drugs will be produced in the laboratories so as to distribute to 

many patients suffering from the disease. 

QUESTION 2: Explain why the WHO does not have a clear estimate of the number of 

people who have died from the virus and how actual numbers of sick and dying affect 

“functions of state”. 

Note: This question has THREE parts which need to be addressed or responded to: 

(a) Why WHO does not have a clear estimate of the number of people who have died. 

 Many people are dying at home. 

 The speed at which people are dying is very high or too much and this make it 

difficult to record all deaths. 
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(b) How the numbers of sick affect functions of the government: 

 Most of the government employees have also contracted the deadly disease hence 

they cannot perform their public service duties. 

 Government departments have also closed their offices due to staff shortage, hence, 

the public will not receive any services. 

 Money which is meant or budgeted for economic development projects is now 

channeled to the fight against Ebola. 

 Hospitals and clinics are no longer functioning at full capacity since the health worker 

are also attacked by the disease as they try to take care of the patients who come for 

their care. 

(c) How many number of deaths affect the functions of the government? 

 Many deaths means that the country will lose a lot of expertise and skilled people. 

 The death of productive people will also jeopardize the operations of the government. 

Basically, the civil service will be crippled hence service delivery will be 

compromised. 

Note: This question is a bit tricky because the facts are by and large implicit rather than 

explicit. Use the above solutions or suggestions to write a coherent and cohesive paragraph. 

QUESTION 3: With close reference to the text, but without copying verbatim, briefly 

discuss why Ebola could become a global disaster and summarize what could be done to 

prevent a pandemic. 

SOLUTION  

Ebola could become a global pandemic due to a number of factors. First and foremost, there 

is no cure or drug which can be a panacea for the disease. Secondly, the disease is spread 

through human interaction. This means that the movement of people in the global village, 

from one country to another will accelerate the spread of the disease. Furthermore, Ebola is 

spread by wild animals like bats which can fly from one country to another. In light of these 

variables which can cause the disease to spread, a number of precautions can be put in place 

so as to stop the disease from becoming a fully-blown pandemic. People from countries or 

places where there is an Ebola outbreak must not be allowed to travel to other places before 

they have been screened or tested. Scientists must discover drugs which can be used to treat 

Ebola or be used as vaccines. Drug comparing must also carry out experiments which will 

lead to the discovery of a drug to cure Ebola. This drug must be readily available on the 
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market. Furthermore the mentality that Ebola is an African disease or a disease for poor 

countries must stop and every nation in the must start to view the disease as a global problem. 

By and large, there is need for some prevention measures to control or contain Ebola before it 

spreads. It is rational to prevent the disease before it springs up. The medical experts must be 

proactive rather than be reactive. In a nutshell, governments must develop strict infection 

controls. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION B: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION SOLUTION 

1 A 

2 B 

3 B 

4 C 

5 A 

6 B 

7 A 

8 C 

9 B 

10 D 

 

 

SECTION C:ESSAY 
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QUESTION 1: The world looks on a government fraught with satire, irony, sarcasm 

and hypocrisy. Discuss the validity of this assertion, making reference to a political 

scenario of your own choice. 

Note: Before you choose and write your essay do not forget that writing is a process made up 

of FIVE steps or stages. These stages are: 

STEP 1: Analysing the topic. On this stage ask yourself the following questions: 

 On what content must I focus on? 

 Do I understand the terms used in the topic? 

 What are the instructional key verbs? 

 Do I understand what I am expected to do? 

 What is the purpose of my essay? 

 How long should my essay be? 

 What type of essay should I write? 

By answering the above questions you will be in a position to answer or write the essay in the 

correct format using the correct register or diction. 

Question on interpretation and analysis 

This question requires you to write a discussion or discursive essay. You are expected to 

discuss by providing facts or truths about the subject under discussion. Your essay must be 

accompanied by real life examples and evidence. Over and above all, your presentation must 

be balanced. You can achieve balance by providing points or facts for and against the topic or 

the pros and the cons of the topic. In actual fact, you will be debating against yourself by 

supporting and opposing the topic at the same time. 

Key words in the topic and possible meanings 

 Fraught: filled with something undesirable; full of unpleasant things such as problems 

or dangers. 

 Synonyms of fraught- appalling/ abominable/ shocking/ wretched 

 Satire: a literature genre in which vices, follies, abuses and shortcomings are held up 

to ridicule, ideally with the intent of sharing individuals, cooperation, government or 

society itself into improvement.Satire is a technique employed by writers to expose 

and criticize foolishness and corruption of individual or society by using humor, 
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irony, exaggeration or ridicule. It intends to improve humanity by criticizing its follies 

and foibles. 

 Irony: the use of words or actions to convey a meaning that is opposite of its literal 

meaning.Irony is a rhetorical device, literary technique or event in which what 

appears on the surface, to be the case, differs radically from what is actually the case. 

 Sarcasm: the use of irony to mock or convey contempt.Sarcasm is a sharp, bitter or 

cutting expression or remark.Sarcasm may employ ambivalences. Basically it is the 

use of remarks that clearly mean the opposite of what they say, made in order to hurt 

someone’s feelings or criticize something in a humorous way. 

 Hypocrisy: a situation in which someone pretends to believe something that they do 

not really believe or the opposite of what a person do or say at another time.Hypocrisy 

is a behavior that contradicts what one claims to believe or feel.  Pretending to be 

virtuous character that one does not really have.Validity: the extent to which a 

concept, conclusion or measurement is well formed and corresponds accurately to the 

real world.Synonyms: genuineness, the truth, soundness, efficacy, gravity etc. 

STEP 2: PLAN YOUR ESSAY 

There is no builder who can build a house without a plan. The same applies to a writer. 

He/she must follow a well laid out plan which can be produced in the form of a mind map. 

Do not write an essay without a plan. If you do so your essay will lack coherence and 

cohesion which will make the essay to have a staccato or disjointed tone. 

How to plan 

 Brainstorm your ideas by writing down all the ideas that come into your mind when 

you think of the set topic.Record these in the form of a list for a mind map. 

 Organise ideas:Before writing you must have an overview of what you’re your essay 

will look like. You must have a paragraph plan, for example: 

                            Paragraph1: introduction 

                            Paragraph 2:------------------ 

                            Paragraph 3:------------------ 

                            Paragraph 4:------------------ 

                            Paragraph 5:------------------- 

                            Paragraph 6: conclusion. 
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Your paragraph plan is determined by the number of ideas you have in your brainstorming 

list. 

 REMEMBER: a paragraph is made up of one idea.Establish links in your paragraph. 

Each paragraph must lead logically onto the next.Here is an example of how you can 

connect ideas in your essay so as to establish a logical sequence of ideas within 

paragraphs. 

(a) General introduction to an idea (theory) followed by examples (real life practical 

examples). 

(b) Strong assertion of opinion followed by substantiation or proof. 

 Description of an event followed by its aftermath. 

 Idea followed by a contrasting idea. 

 Idea followed by a comparable idea. 

 Cause followed by effect. 

Note: To establish coherence and cohesion, the opening sentence of each new paragraph 

should contain some reference which indicate a relationship with preceding or previous 

paragraph. On the other hand the last sentence of your paragraph can prepare the reader for 

the next paragraph. 

STEP 3: THE ESSAY DRAFT 

The draft must be made up of three parts: 

 Introduction 

 Body (paragraphs) 

 Conclusion 

INTRODUCTION 

The introduction must indicate the following: 

 Clear interpretation of the question or topic. 

 Your view point, opinion, perspective or stance. 

 Signposting- by providing overview of the whole essay in a skeletal form. 

THE BODY 



14 | P a g e  
 

The body of the essay is the major component of the essay. It is made up of three to five 

paragraphs. In the body of the essay you are expected to: 

 To have clearly defined topic sentences for each paragraph. 

 Provide developers which contain supporting details which develop the topic 

sentences for each paragraph. Provide developers which contain supporting details 

which develop the topic sentence to its logical conclusion. 

 Make use of linking devices such as coordinating, conjunctions, correlative 

conjunctions and subordinating conjunctions. 

 Use a variety of sentence types such as simple sentences, compound sentences, 

complex sentences and compound complex sentences. 

 By and large, your essay must have a logical and chronological sequence so as to 

create the so much needed coherence and coherence. 

CONCLUSION 

This is the last paragraph in your essay. Basically, it is a summary of what you have been 

discussing in the body of the essay. Give some highlights of your perspective and the ideas 

you used to support your perspective. The function of a conclusion is to tie up the loose ends. 

 

STEP 4: REVISE AND EDIT 

After writing your draft proof read your essay to check for errors. When proof reading/ 

revising check for the following: 

 Relevance of each and every sentence or words used. 

 The availability of supporting details. Is it adequate? 

 Assess the logical development of your essay. Check if it is coherent and cohesive. 

 Evaluate your introduction and conclusion. Are they serving an appropriate purpose? 

 More importantly, assess all the grammatical errors and rectify them. 

 Ask yourself –is my essay easy to read and pleasant to look at? Have I included all 

additional information? 

 

STEP 5: WRITE THE FINAL ESSAY which is neat and error free. 
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SOLUTION TO THE ESSAY QUESTION 1 

In your essay identify any country in the world which is run by a government which is full of 

satire, irony and hypocrisy. In actual fact, this government is violating its citizen’s human 

rights and causing a lot of suffering to its people. There is no respect for the rule of law, 

corruption is very high and there is no freedom of expression and association. By and large, 

the government is viewed as democratic while in actual fact it is an authoritarian or 

dictatorship type of government. 

Unfortunately, the world just looks on while this government is abusing its people. Looking 

on suggest that other countries are not taking any action against the government which is 

abusing and violating its people. There is no help coming from outside to liberate and help 

the people who are suffering at the expense of a cruel and harsh government.  

Examples of countries which you can write about include Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic 

of Congo, and any other where there is political and economic meltdown. 

MODEL ESSAY 

For several years, Zimbabwe has been going through political, economic, social and legal 

catastrophes due to the government and leadership’s ironical, sarcastic and hypothetical 

theatrics. In view of this scenario, the assertion that the world just looks on when 

Zimbabweansare subjected to a ruthless and merciless regime may be viewed as myopic and 

subjective to a certain extent. A heated debate on this assertion may breed some mixed 

sentiments regarding the matter. In order to have a sober conclusion to this matter, the points 

for and against this issue must be presented and evaluated so that at the end an objective 

judgement or verdict will be made. In a nutshell, are the global leaders and civic 

organisations determined to resolve the Zimbabwean circus and meltdown? If ever there is 

any action being done, is it adequate to bring happiness to all Zimbabweans? Was the former 

South African President right when he asserts that “there is no crisis in Zimbabwe?” All in 

all, is there respect for the rule of law in Zimbabwe? What about freedom of expression and 

the respect for the basic human rights? 

First and foremost, the world in general and the Southern Development Community (SADC) 

in particular since the year 2000 keeps a distance from the Zimbabwean crisis. Politically, 

Zimbabwe has been in turmoil but not even one leader in the world had the guts to tell 

Mugabe that he must go and leave Zimbabweans in peace and harmony. Mugabe has been 
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glob trotting throughout the world from one conference to another while the ordinary people 

are suffering. To add salt to injury, Mugabe is also given leadership positions in some global 

and regional bodies such as the United Nations and African Union. No one seem bold enough 

to stop Mugabe’s political satire and hypocrisy. What mesmerises the ordinary Zimbabwean 

is that the Western powers have decided to take action during the Arab Spring by assisting 

the people in Egypt and Libya to forcefully remove the despots who were not sensitive to the 

needs of the people. Why, then, is the world looking on when it comes to the Zimbabwean 

crisis? The non-commitment and complacency of the world leaders when it comes to the 

Zimbabwean political and economic meltdown boggles the mind of all Zimbabweans. Does it 

means that the world leaders are scared of Mugabe or they are accomplices conniving with 

Uncle Bob? Even though, the Zimbabwean ship is sinking, the world seem to unanimously 

agree that Zimbabweans must solve the crisis on their own. Where the spirit of Ubuntu as far 

as this crisis is concerned? 

In view of the above, it seems as if the world is adamant to resolve the Zimbabwean crisis 

even though Mugabe sarcastically, ironically and hypocritically considers himself a 

democratic leader who is upholding liberal democracy in the country. How appropriately can 

Mugabe be labelled a democratic leader when there is rampant human rights abuses in 

Zimbabwe? Members of the opposition parties who opposes Mugabe are killed, forced to 

migrate from their homes or even imprisoned. Freedom of expression is also a Utopia. To 

enforce this, the government has passed some laws which restrict journalists in the manner in 

which their job. By and large, there is so much propaganda disseminated in Zimbabwe and 

independent media houses are heavily subjected to censorship. Despite, all these abuses the 

world views Zimbabwe as a normal country with a normal leadership. Furthermore, Mugabe 

allows his strong allies – the war veterans to invade and seize farms from the white 

community. Some the farmers were butchered and even lose substantial financial and 

infrastructural resources due to the invasions. In view of this mayhem, the world leaders just 

look on and did not take any action. 

To add insult to injury, every time elections are done in Zimbabwe, world leaders and civic 

organisations declared the elections free and fair. These world leaders just ignore all the cries 

which convey the opinions that the elections have been rigged. All the uneven playground 

factors which lead into the election are not considered by the world leaders. All the voices of 

disagreement are ignored and Mugabe is blessed and allowed to cling to power despite the 



17 | P a g e  
 

disgruntlement of opposition politicians. Mugabe plays a plethora of roles in the Zimbabwean 

titanic ship. He is the chief legal draughtsman, a referee and a player at the same time. 

On the contrary, global leaders and civic organisations in some circles there are doing so 

much to contain and counteract the irony and hypocrisy bedevilling the Zimbabwean 

community. During the moment of Operation Murambatsvina (move the rubbish) madness, 

Mugabe’s government carried out a brutal campaign of forced eviction, cynically and 

sarcastically named Operation Murambatsvina. The United Nations estimates that 360 000 

people were displaced after their homes were destroyed. People were left in the open without 

shelter during a winter month. In response to this callous and heartless operation, the United 

Nations send an envoy to investigate the inhuman deed perpetuated by a government against 

its people. This envoy was led by Mrs Tibaijuka, United Nation special envoy on Human 

Settlements. After finding out the state of affairs on the ground, Mrs Anna Kajumulo 

Tibaijuka wrote a damming report which condemned what the Zimbabwean government has 

perpetrated on its people. As a result of the findings, the UN asked for international 

assistance to be given to the victims of Operation Murambatsvina and the people of 

Zimbabwe. 

Furthermore, it is also crucial to note that the world is not just looking on when the 

Zimbabwean is busy bringing misery to its people. A multiplicity of Civic Organisations are 

doing a lot of humanitarian work in Zimbabwe. In a nutshell, the sarcasm and hypocrisy in 

Zimbabwe has attracted a lot of civic organisations into the country. Many people who 

cannot make ends meet are assisted with food and clothing handouts. 

More importantly, it is also crucial to note that Mugabe and his accomplices in ZANU PF led 

government has been subjected to some smart sanctions. These sanctions have been 

imposedon Mugabe and his allies. They were struck with some travel bans especially to 

European countries. Even those have assets in Europe have some setbacks because their 

assets have been frozen. These sanctions clearly reveal the fact that the world is not just 

looking but something is being done to force the Mugabe government to its senses. Due to 

political pressure Mugabe was receiving from the European Union in general and the British 

government in particular Mugabe persuaded his government to withdraw from the 

Commonwealth. 

In conclusion, based on the facts discussed in this essay it is apt to assert that the world is not 

doing much to alleviate the political and economic meltdown Zimbabwe is going through. 
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Zimbabwe is receiving humanitarian support from the international community. The regime 

change which matters most is not given attention by the world hence, Zimbabwe remains 

fraught with satire, irony, sarcasm and hypocrisy in the political and legal spheres. 

 

OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER 2015 MEMORANDUM 

SECTION A: SHORT QUESTIONS 

QUESTION 1: What do you understand by psychosocial factors? Give two examples of 

psychological factors the writer later describes in the text. [10 marks]. 

Psychological factors refer to the interrelation of individual thought and behavior as well as 

social variables. Obesity is caused by a combined influence of the individuals’ social 

environment or text and the psychological factors. All in all, psychological factors refers to 

the person’s mind or mental processes. These psychological factors are intrinsic while social 

factors are extrinsic. By and large, psychosocial can be viewed as the ability of the mind to 

consciously or unconsciously, adjust and relate the body to its social environment. The writer 

portrays several factors which cause obesity in Malaysia. First and foremost obesity is caused 

by lack of physical education activities among the children in various homes and schools. 

High levels of stress and depression also plays a crucial role in promoting obesity according 

to the writer. In a nutshell, depression and stress are caused by psychological and social 

conditions a person is subject to. 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2: Explain why children are not getting sufficient exercise. 

According to the writer there are several reasons why the Malaysian children are not 

subjected to enough physical exercises. Physical education teachers only focusing on the 

theory part of the subject. Over and above all, in some cases, the school children are given 

very little time is given to physical activities. The writer also highlighted that the Malaysian 

children are not getting enough physical activities in schools because of lack of supervision 

and monitoring by the chief education officials. As a result of insufficient monitoring of 

teachers, the children are not receiving regular physical activities. 
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QUESTION 3: Reasons for the lack of success of previous efforts and strategies to 

alleviate obesity. Explain what the author recommends to curb overweightness and 

obesity.  

Several measures according to the writer were put in place to counteract and eliminate the 

problem of obesity in Malaysia but these efforts did not produce positive results. The writer 

highlights several reasons why these efforts were not successful. First and foremost, the “10 

000 steps a day campaign”, the “my health programme and the “1 S, 1 S” (one student, one 

sports) programme was also initiated but with little success. These programme were not 

successful because children in schools were given little time to do physical exercises. In 

addition, the implementation process was not monitored and supervised well. Adults also 

failed to engage in regular physical exercises. In order to reduce the rate obesity in Malaysia, 

the author suggests that the Malaysian must engage in brisk walking. Brick walking 

according to the writer has several attractions which will help to reduce body weight. Besides 

reducing body weight, brisk walking also reduce the intensity of stress and depression among 

the people. More importantly, brisk walking is a simple physical activity which do not require 

expensive equipment and coaches to undertake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION B: MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

QUESTION SOLUTION 

1 D 

2 B 

3 C 

4 A 

5 D 
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6 B 

7 C 

8 C 

9 A 

10 D 

 

SECTION C: ESSAY 

In modern society there is a pronounced focus on the body and what it takes to achieve so-

called “beauty” by means of diet, exercise and plastic surgery. In your opinion, does society 

go too far in its obsession with weight and physical beauty? Write an argumentative essay 

which demonstrate your own stance. 

HINTS AND SOLUTIONS 

 In order to do well in an essay of this nature, make sure you are aware of the characteristics 

of an argumentative essay. 

BRAINSTORMING  

 Our society is obsessed with looks, especially physical appearance. 

 The society expect women to live up to certain societal expectations in order for them 

to be attractive. 

 Women are expected to be thin, well developed, have clear skin and shave their legs. 

 Basically, women cannot be their natural self. 

 

 

Causes of this obsession 

 It is well known that a cause of this obsession with beauty stems from the media. 

Every day we are bombarded with beauty advertisements in commercials, magazines, 

billboards and social media websites, such as Facebook, twitter and you tube. 

 The beauty, fashion and entertainment industry are famous for hiring women based on 

their looks. 

 Looks are important for all jobs and almost all areas of life. In magazine and on 

television, celebrities are constantly being ranked on their looks.  



21 | P a g e  
 

 Girls get praised for their appearance rather than their accomplishments. This can 

cause self-hate. 

 When we examine the feminine ideal that the media bombards us with, we can come 

out with some conclusions about what is expected of women today. In order to 

achieve a high level of self-esteem, women are expected to always look beautiful, thin 

and never ever grow old. 

 

OR 

QUESTION 2: School bullying is a problem for parents, teachers and society at large. 

Indicating your own stance, explain the consequences of bullying on pupils and how 

society should be educated about the seriousness of bullying. 

Question analysis  

Key words 

Bullying; Consequences of bullying; how society should be educated about the seriousness of 

bullying. 

Types of essay to be written:  Argumentative/ persuasive text 

Use the correct dictation, tone and format which is relevant to the audience. 

SOLUTION OR HINTS 

It is very true that bullying is a problem which affects parents, teachers and society at large. 

Bullying is a form of abuse. In a nutshell, it selfish, destructive and often violent. More 

importantly, bullying affect the victims psychologically and emotionally. There are some 

short term and long term consequences of bullying. 

Metaphorically and categorically, the experience of being bullied can end up causing lasting 

damage to victims. This is both self-evident and also supported by an increasing body of 

research. Being bullied result in some ugly outcomes. 

Short term effects of bullying on the victims: 

 Anger 

 Depression 

 Anxious avoidance of settings in which bullying may occur 
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 Poor academic performance 

 Suicidal thoughts and feelings 

Long term effects of bullying 

 Victims may experience reduced occupational opportunities 

 Difficulty trusting people 

 Interpersonal difficulties, including fear and avoidance of new social situations 

 Perception of self as easy to victimize 

 Self-esteem problems 

In order to end bullying the society should be educated about the seriousness of bullying. 

Basically, preventing and stopping bullying involves a commitment to creating a safe 

environment where children can thrive, socially and academically, without being afraid. By 

and large, educating the public about the psychological, emotional and physical consequences 

of bullying is the first step towards eliminating or reducing the prevalence of bullying. 

Methods of educating the public about bullying: 

 Public workshop and seminars 

 Advertising the phenomenon through the mass media 

 Staging drama or plays  

 Inclusion of the topic in the Life Orientation syllabus 

 

 

 

 

MAY/JUNE 2016 MEMORANDUM 

SECTION A: SHORT QUESTIONS 

QUESTION 1: The differences between Howard W. French’s treatment of the topic of 

China’s economic expansion and previous article written previously about China 

(paragraph 1-3). 

SOLUTION 
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Howard French’s narrative approach towards the Chinese economic expansion is different 

from previous writings on the same subject in a number of ways. Howard in a unique fashion 

does not focus much on the macro economics of china but he dwells much on the micro 

economic activities individual Chinese are doing in various African countries. Unlike the 

previous articles on China, Howard’s book uses simple economics register or dictation which 

is devoured of the economics jargon used by academics. Furthermore, French’s perspective is 

more realistic and down-to earth since it goes down and deal with what is happening at 

grassroots level. In a nutshell, French do not write about the Chinese government in Africa 

but he wrote about individual Chinese business people who are or were in Africa to do 

business. By and large, French’s book is detailed and clearer than any other book which has 

been written about China. 

QUESTION 2: Discuss three methods that the Chinese in Southeast Asia employed to 

improve their circumstances (paragraph 6-7) 

In order to improve their lives the Chinese in south East Asia embark on dangerous migration 

trips. These Chinese emigrant to other places where they believe they will get greener 

pastures which will allow them to improve their fortunes. Some of the Chinese in south East 

Asia started some retail and secondary industries. Others decide to become importers or 

exporters of basic goods which people need for survival. Furthermore, some of the Chinese 

started media houses and some embark on the entertainment industry. In a nutshell, the 

Chinese in the Southeast Asia became entrepreneurs and emigrants in a bid to improve their 

lives.  

 

 

 

QUESTION 3: In your own words, explain why Howard French’s work can be seen as 

influential work on China’s economic expansion in Africa. Mention at least two aspects. 

(Refer to the whole text). 

Howard’s work can be seen as influential because his book is written in a unique style. The 

book is a thought provoking narrative style and ideas which stimulate careful consideration or 

attention. In a nutshell, the book cause people to think about things they have not thought 

about before. On the other hand, the book is influential because it narrates and portrays 
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comprehensively a catalogue of how the Chinese are violating human rights and democratic 

norms. Over and above, all French’s work contains real examples which are relevant and very 

surprising due to nitty-gritties embedded in the book. 

SECTION B: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION  

QUESTION SOLUTION 

1 A 

2 A 

3 C 

4 A 

5 B 

6 C 

7 D 

8 B 

9 C 

10 D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION C: ESSAY 

QUESTION 1: The key to economic success is autonomy. A country should not rely so 

much on international trade, but rather focus on local production and creating 

employment locally as is done in socialist and communist systems. Argue for or against 

this assertion and supply examples to substantiate your argument. 

Question analysis 

Key words in the topic: 
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Key- this word has been used connotatively/ figuratively/ metaphorically. The word is an 

adjective which means crucial; central; essential; indispensable; pivotal; critical; major; main 

and important. 

Autonomy- independence; sovereignty; freedom; self-rule. 

 Socialist- countries which advocates or adhere to the principles of socialism. Socialism is a 

social system or theory in which the government owns and controls the means of production 

e.g. factories and distribution of goods. 

Communism- an economic and social system in which all property and resources are 

collectively owned by a classless society and not by individual citizens. 

  In a nutshell, the question requires you to agree or disagree with the view that “the key to 

economic success is autonomy”. In your view can a country enjoy economic growth and 

provide a very good life to its citizens if it does not trade or interact with other countries in 

the global village? What are the advantages or disadvantages if a country isolate itself from 

other countries and exist as an island? 

Ideas which you may use to develop your essay 

Successful economic growth cannot be limited to a country’s autonomy only. In my opinion, 

successful economic growth or development can be attributed to a number of factors. These 

factors include good political governance policies, institutional design, market oriented 

reform policies, technology policy, human capital development, reducing red-tape and 

deregulation, increasing the degree of competitiveness and long-term development of 

infrastructure projects. 

Technological advancement is one of the key drivers for economic growth. Without the 

machines and modern tools production will be stifled. The government must provide 

incentives for private companies to invest into new technology. These incentives could be in 

the form of grants, cheap loans or tax relief. 

In addition, a country must invest in human capital by allocating more resources to education 

and training. Human capital development and training provides key skills and knowledge to 

enable increases in productivity and efficiency. 
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Reducing red-tape and deregulation is also a key driver for economic growth. This can be 

encouraged by reducing red-tape or bureaucratic processes and unnecessary regulation. 

Markets should be opened up to overseas investors. 

Another important stimulus to supply-side economic growth is to increase the degree of 

competitiveness in the micro-economy by promoting constant stability, reducing barriers to 

entry and by deregulating markets to encourage new entrants. 

Over and above all, long-term development of infrastructure projects is also central to the 

promotion of long-term growth and development in a globalised environment. Better 

infrastructure enables output to be transported at lower costs as well as generating jobs and 

other positive externalities. 

On the other hand, sociologists and political scientists tend to argue that a successful 

economic development can be attributed to the autonomy that a country enjoys. Autonomy 

refers to the ability of a country to collectively make decisions which shape its political and 

economic future. If a country enjoys autonomy this will allow the country’s top leaders to 

adopt policies that may not be in line with market principles but are conducive to a 

sustainable economic development. Autonomy allows the country to adjust its policies and 

implement new policies and institutional designs once the country faces problems. 

To crown it all, the essence of this argument is that autonomy alone cannot generate 

economic success. Several variables such as technological advancement, good governance, 

infrastructure development, human capital development and many other must interact so as to 

allow a country to achieve economic success. 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2: The debate rages on whether an academic or a vocational qualification 

is more desirable. Is it prudent to invest in an academic qualification that will not 

necessarily secure employment as opposed to skills-based training?Take a stance and 

argue your point with valid examples. 

Question analysis   
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  Key words 

a) Rages – a furious or wild argument is going on  

b) Academic qualification –Theory based education without hands-on or practical 

experience. University qualification or education which produces people who want 

office or professional jobs 

c) Vocational qualification – technical education with hands on experience. Type of 

education provided by technical colleges for people who want to work in the primary 

and tertiary industry 

d) More desirable – implies that it is attractive; sought-after; popular; preferable  

e) Prudent – wise; sensible; advisable 

f) Skills-based training 

HINTS AND SOLUTIONS 

At this juncture, I am not providing you with a model essay. I will give some insights on what 

academic qualifications are and what vocational qualifications entail. I hope and believe that 

these insights will assist you in generating your unique essay. NOTE: without relevant and 

deep understanding of the topic you cannot write a high scoring essay. 

Academic qualifications are generally subject related. Subjects such as English, Maths, 

Psychology, Economics, Accounting, Physics, Philosophy and many others which require the 

student to pass an examination in order to get a certificate are examples of academic 

qualifications. All bachelor, masters and doctorate degrees which can be attained at a 

university are also academic qualifications. In a nutshell, academic qualifications are theory 

based. Academic qualification like psychology would involve writing essays and looking at 

the main theories. 

Academic qualifications are harder to attain as compared to vocational qualifications. The 

majority of employers favour to employ people who have academic qualifications from 

universities. In most cases, academic qualifications are regarded as higher than vocational 

qualifications. These qualifications are considered to be achieved by people who are 

intelligent – those people who can move from secondary school right up to university. On the 

other hand, people believe that vocational education is designed to suit people with a little bit 

lower academic ability. Vocational education is more of a practical thing than a pure 

academic. Academic qualification is basically a straight route to a professional degree or job, 

hence, it is viewed as more worthier and attractive that vocational qualifications. If someone 
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wants to be a lawyer, teacher, accountant, lecturer etc., he/she must have an academic 

qualification. 

Vocational qualification offers practical learning programmes that relate to specific job roles 

or employment sectors. These vocational courses are designed to help people to learn in a 

practical way about a specific job area. They can help people to get the skills they need to 

start a job, progress in career or go on to higher levels of education. Vocational qualifications 

include, engineering, IT, hairdressing, plumbing, agriculture, construction related jobs etc. A 

vocational qualification is usually more hands on. It is measured or assessed through 

demonstrating the skill through completing an apprenticeship. 

NOW THAT YOU KNOW WHAT VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION AND 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS ENTAILS WRITE YOUR ARGUMENTATIVE 

ESSAY!!!!!! 

In your essay indicate which qualification is more desirable; worthier or attractive. Which do 

people prefer and why? 

 

OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER 2016 MEMORANDUM 

SECTION A: SHORT QUESTIONS 

QUESTION 1: Advantages of economic growth that are referred to in the passage 

(paragraph 3) 

Economic growth is very important in any country because it will improve the lifestyle of all 

the people. In addition, the provision of better health facilities and services will also be 

another advantage which people will enjoy as a result of economic growth. Furthermore, the 

provision of better and more spacious accommodation will also be a reality. More 

importantly, economic growth results in an improvement on the transport system. Lastly, the 

economic growth will also give the citizens an opportunity to access and enjoy luxurious 

products. All in all, economic growth, eliminate stress and depression in the psychosocial life 

of the citizens, hence, they would be more related and elated all the time. 

QUESTION 2: Paraphrase the hypothetical/counter argument against the correlation of 

economic growth (standard of living) and happiness suggested to David Cameron (in 

paragraph 4) 
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SOLUTION 

Even though research has proved beyond that economic growth will result in happier lives 

this cannot be a reality. On the contrary, some studies have revealed that there are no straight 

link between economic success and happiness. These studies have metaphorically and 

categorically prove that an improved standard of living will not make everyone a happy man. 

This implies that economic growth will also bring misery and unhappiness to some other 

people. Such a revelation is mindboggling and very difficult to comprehend. All in all, the 

lack of correlation between economic growth and happiness makes the endeavor to attain 

economic growth a pessimistic and futile effort. 

QUESTION 3: Summarise how “the Whig view of history” has used to support the 

supposed growth in human happiness. Use as your own words as much as possible. 

(Paragraph 6 to 8) 

SOLUTION 

The Whig perspective of the past utilizes historical phenomenon to argue that the dynamic 

nature of history portrays advancement in people’s lives. According to the Whig view 

through each phase of history people achieve happiness as they discover new solutions to 

their previous historical problems or challenges. This Whig model postulates that the level of 

happiness people are subjected to increases from generation to generation, even though the 

Whig perspective has been viewed as more positive in outlook at another angle it has its own 

share of contention. It is heavily argued that having political muscle and power over nature 

does not imply that people will experience happiness. By and large, the industrial 

advancement also brought some negative consequences in people’s lives. 

 

 

 

SECTION B:  MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION SOLUTION 

1 b 

2 a 
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3 c 

4 d 

5 d 

6 c 

7 d 

8 a 

9 a 

10 c 

 

SECTION C: ESSAY 

QUESTION 1: Discuss whether religion, beliefs or faith do contribute to peace and 

happiness. State your point of view, give reasons and support your argument. 

Religious beliefs and practice contribute substantially to the peace and happiness of people 

all over the world. Many people expect religion to bring them happiness. Does this eventually 

seem to be the case? Are religious people happier than nonreligious people? If so, why night 

this be? Researchers in the field of psychology have been intrigued by such questions. In a 

nutshell, research has revealed that people who are involved in religion ambivalently report 

greater or lower levels of happiness than those who are not religious. 

People who are involved in religious activities are assured of social support in times of crisis. 

Religious involvement is a way of gaining social support. People in general are happier when 

they are around others who are supportive. Religious groups tend to offer this. This 

explanation is supported by the fact that the overall pattern of religious people being happier 

is more pronounced among people who are single, elderly or in poor health. Related to this is 

the idea that religion helps people feel closer to God who might also be viewed as personally 

supportive. 

Religious experiences can be very positive. They offer a person a feeling of being in contact 

with God and contact with others. These are usually positive things and of course, if someone 

is more involved in positive things they will tend to feel happier than someone who is less 

involved in those things.  

More importantly, people with firm beliefs in a supreme being are happier than those who do 

not believe in anything. Happiness and life satisfaction increase when we have a sense of 



31 | P a g e  
 

where we are going and what is important in life. Of course, many people find this in 

religion. This might also be related to the rise of strict or conservative churches, which offer 

more certitude than do more liberal churches. 

On the other hand, there are occasion when religion is associated with less happiness. 

Religion may result in a sense of timelessness and a loss of self. This is known as mysticism. 

People who live mystical experiences tend to report lower levels of happiness. This is 

because these people will be disconnected from others. The social support that occurs when 

involved in religious worship with other people is not part of the mystical experience. 

Another way that religion may be associated with decrease in happiness is when religion is 

involved in religious conflict especially when family members or friends experience conflict 

over religion. The wounds can be deep and long-lasting. In such cases, religion’s effect on 

happiness is mixed. On the one hand, it causes conflict and dissension with loved ones, while 

on the other hand, it may generate a sense of certainty and yield associations with other like-

minded people. 

QUESTION 2: Discuss the experience of a transition from one context to another. Show 

similarities and differences in challenges associated with the transition. Write a thesis 

statement in the introduction. 

This essay will discuss the challenges the youths encounter during the transition from high 

school to university. By and large, as students move from high school to university they will 

undergo a transformation which requires them to adapt into the new environment. The 

biggest difference is that learning in the university now is the responsibility of the student 

than the lecturer. This will be a very huge culture shift from high school. 

At university the classes are bigger and there is less class time than the usual experience at 

high school. Over and above all, there is more independent work that needs to happen. This 

new learning format will cause many students to run into problems in the first year as they 

will have difficulties in adapting to the new educational experience. 

The transition to a different learning style is a steep learning curve and one that is often 

intuitive. In no time, suddenly students are overwhelmed with an incredible amount of 

reading. They will have to listen to lecturers and take notes and record the important 

information. This is a whole new experience because at high school students will be spoon 

fed as the teachers will provide them with all the information. 
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To thrive in a university environment, students need to be self-directed because they will 

nolonger have teachers or parents to makesure they are getting the work done on time. Taking 

effective notes during lecturers, keeping track of due dates and scheduling plenty of class are 

essential skills students will have to master. 

On the other hand, students who move away from home can also feel the pressure of financial 

difficulties. They may be taking on part time jobs, paying for tuition themselves and 

struggling with budgeting for the first time in their lives. Then there is the general self-

management skills like waking up for class, making sure they are handling groceries and 

cooking and cleaning and other things that need to be taken care of. 

Emotional challenges can also come into play if students have moved far away from home 

and are feeling the pains of homesickness. Often the students have difficulties in obtaining 

the same levels of contact with existing support systems, family and friends. It is important is 

important for the students to build new connections. The key is that students have to open up 

to new people, experiences and have a willingness to get involved beyond academic 

engagements. 

WRITE YOUR OWN CONCLUSION 

 


