
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS -2005  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Experienced scientists are expected to...  
 
(1) only undertake research when they can prevent all errors in research  
(2) challenge established theories  
(3) regard all knowledge as reliable and therefore highly predictable  
(4) engage only in research that interests them  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
Norms for the scientific community contain the following:  
 
(1) universalism and organised skepticism  
(2) universalism  
and neutrality as to the possible popularity or unpopularity of  
research results  
(3) communalism and honesty  
(4) all the above  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
In order for research to be regarded as scientific it must...  
 
(a)entail observation and measurement  
 
(b)formulate assumptions and hypothesis  
 
(c)have a language of presentation that can only be understood by fellow  
 
researchers  
 
The answer(s) to the above question is/are...  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (a) (b)  
(3) (c)  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Premature closing of enquiry can be avoided by...  
 
(1) carefully studying published research results and current thinking on a specific  
subject matter  
(2) planning for more time in which to research a problem  
(3) not being intimidated by bodies of authority to produce results  
(4) selecting  
a very interesting research topic that continuously fascinates the  
researcher  



 
QUESTION 5  
 
Which norm of the scientific community is trespassed in the following scenario?  
A scientist, employed by a government medical research laboratory, discovers an  
agent that can drastically reduce the transmission of HIV from mother to her unborn  
baby. He keeps his discovery a secret. The scientist resigns from the laboratory taking  
the formula for the agent with him for later personal financial gain.  
 
(1) trespassing communalism in science  
(2) lack of interest in the welfare of people  
(3) entrepreneurship in the present capitalistic dominated society  
(4) a lack of honesty in the scientific community  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
Usually people who travel by aeroplane do not request to see the most recent  
service record of the aircraft nor the license of the pilots. This behaviour is an example  
of...  
 
(1) experiential reality  
(2) blind trust in other people  
(3) unassertive behaviour  
(4) agreement reality  
 
QUESTION 7  
 
An ideal type...  
 
(a)is a mental construct  
 
(b)has to do with ideas rather than ideals  
 
(c)exists objectively  
 
(d)exaggerates essential characteristics  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  
(3) (a) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (c) (d)  
(5) (c) (d)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which one of the following statements is the best example of a hypothesis?  
 
(1) More women than men register in the social sciences  



(2) Alienation is a consequence of powerlessness  
(3) Religiousness equals the frequency of church attendance  
(4) The higher the level of education, the more liberal the political outlook  
(5) The level of maturity depends on age  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
Read the following hypothesis and identify the dependent variable.  
Women are more in favour of birth control than men.  
 
(1) women  
(2) men  
(3) gender  
(4) birth control  
(5) attitude towards birth control  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
A researcher studies “groupthink”. She decides to refine this term by identifying its  
characteristics.  
 
This process is known as...  
 
(1) dimensionalisation  
(2) conceptualisation  
(3) operationalisation  
(4) theorising  
(5) measurement  
 
 
QUESTION 11  
 
In social science research, the purpose of a literature review is to...  
 
(a)help the researcher identify sub questions  
 
(b)sensitise the researcher to potential pitfalls  
 
(c)assist in determining the feasibility of a research project  
 
(d)link the research to other studies on the topic  
(1) (a)  
(2) (a) (d)  
(3) (b) (c)  
(4) (a) (b) (c)  
(5) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
QUESTION 12  
 
In social science, theory...  
 
(a)is used to provide an explanation for social phenomena  
 
(b)is based on speculation  
 



(c)specifies the relationships between key concepts  
 
(d)organises and systematises ideas  
 
(e)suggests what kind of facts we should be looking for in research  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (c) (d)  
(3) (e)  
(4) (b) (c) (e)  
(5) (a) (c) (d) (e)  
 
 
QUESTION 13  
 
The main source of data in qualitative research is...  
 
(1) observers  
(2) natural sources  
(3) structured interviews  
(4) people  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
Explanatory research is done to...  
 
(1) explore phenomena  
(2) give details of a situation  
(3) determine causality  
(4) describe phenomena  
 
QUESTION 15   
Which of the following is not a characteristic of quantitative research?  
 
 
(1) a holistic approach to people  
(2) precise definition of variables being studied  
(3) prediction and control of phenomena  
(4) theories containing causal models  



 
QUESTION 16  
 
A number of social scientists who had all worked at Unisa during the 1990s are selected as the respondents for a 
research project.  
This researcher is conducting .................. research.  
 
 
(1) cohort  
(2) time-series  
(3) case study  
(4) cross-sectional  
 
 
QUESTION 17  
 
To conduct a study on the migration of people from rural areas to cities, health matters, or preserving old buildings, the 
following type of research can be used:  
 
(1) action research  
(2) social-impact assessment  
(3) evaluation research  
(4) basic research  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
The concept “triangulation” means:  
 
(1) research decisions are based on assumptions  
(2) repetition of research  
(3) the use of three techniques to analyse empirical data  
(4) the use of various measuring instruments for data collection.  
  
QUESTION 19  
 
When you conduct an unstructured interview in a respondent’s home...  
 
(1) this minimises control over intervening variables  
(2) this will lead to a clash of interests or even conflict  
(3) the confidentiality of the reported responses cannot be protected  
(4) the respondent’s privacy is protected by making notes  
 
QUESTION 20  
Which one of the following factors will not influence your decision as a researcher to  
obtain substitute consent to conduct a survey, instead of direct consent?  
Respondents’...  
 
(1) legal competency  
(2) language preferences  
(3) cognitive capacity  
(4) emotional capacity  
QUESTION 21  
 
The legal constitution of a country...  



 
(1) does not concern us as social researchers  
(2) is designed to protect citizens  
(3) serves as a code of conduct for psychologists  
(4) determines our data-collection methods  
 
 
QUESTION 22  
Which one of the following behavioural norms would mainly regulate your response,  
from an ethical point of view, to the following request?  
 
 
A government department requests you, as a psychologist, to forward a detailed  
record of your patients’ problems and treatment over a six months period.  
 
 
(1) respect  
(2) organised skepticism  
(3) disinterestedness  
(4) universalism  
 
QUESTION 23  
 
Which methodological aspect, that has ethical implications, is ignored in the  
following scenario?  
 
The financiers of an old age home conduct a survey among the residents and make  
provision to obtain both direct and substitute consent prior to the survey. Some of the  
residents fear that their monthly rent would increase and as a result of this fear  
pretend to be very satisfied with the services.  
 
(1) voluntariness  
(2) competency  
(3) Hawthorne effect  
(4) universalism  
 
QUESTION 24  
 
Which ethical issue is neglected by using the following data-collection technique?  
The management of a large firm suspects that one of the main reasons why  
customers are dissatisfied could be ascribed to the poor interpersonal  
communication skills on the part of employees. Unobtrusive cameras are installed at  
various points and unbeknown to them, conversations between employees and  
customers are recorded for a month.  
 
(1) time dimension  
(2) universalism  
(3) sampling  
(4) privacy  
 
QUESTION 25  
 
One of the requirements of coherence in research design is that it...  
 



(1) cannot be open and flexible  
(2) involves research in a natural setting  
(3) considers the researcher’s basic orientation  
(4) explains cause-effect relationships  
 
 
QUESTION 26  
 
Read the following study and identify the intended scope of this study.  
A researcher wants to find out what misconceptions primary school teachers in  
Gauteng have about child abuse. She decides to ask four groups of about seven  
primary school teachers from different schools to discuss a number of fictional case  
studies involving child abuse.  
 
She plans to identify instances of common misconceptions using a coding scheme  
developed by a previous researcher to describe...  
 
(1) the prevalence of child abuse in the South African community  
(2) an individual fictional case study of child abuse  
(3) misconceptions about child abuse among primary school teachers in Gauteng  
(4) misconceptions about child abuse in fictional case studies  
 
QUESTION 27  
 
The aim of a research design is to...  
 
(1) lead to answers to our research questions  
(2) explain why something is happening  
(3) determine the value of the research  
(4) describe the observations that are made  
 
QUESTION 28  
 
A researcher is conducting a study of the experiences of victims of a natural disaster.  
She interviews victims assuming the role of a concerned and empathic listener.  
To which characteristic of qualitative designs does the above study refer?  
 
(1) scope  
(2) flexibility  
(3) relationship  
(4) outcome  
 
 
QUESTION 29  
 
Read the following study and identify the intended outcome of the study.  
 
A researcher asks a group of outpatients suffering from  
depression to keep a diary in which they write once a week.  
After three months the researcher analyses the content of the  
diaries to try and identify common themes. These findings are  
presented in a report to the staff at the hospital involved with  
these patients.  
 



The intended outcome of the study is...  
 
(1) the diaries of the patients  
(2) a report to the hospital on common themes  
(3) to obtain funds for the hospital  
(4) a “therapy through writing” program  
 
QUESTION 30  
 
Which one of the following could be a threat to both internal and external validity of  
an experimental research project?  
 
(1) selection  
(2) maturation  
(3) instrumentation  
(4) testing effect  
 
QUESTION 31  
 
Which of the following are characteristics of non-probability sampling? It...  
 
(a) ensures an accurate reflection of the population  
(b) does not require a list of all the members of the population  
(c) is mostly used in qualitative research  
(d) is used where the researcher is concerned with understanding the experience  
of special segments of the population  
(e) is used where the researcher is not interested in generalising the findings  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (d) (e)  
(3) (b) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
(5) (a) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 32  
 
A sample of 100 student records is randomly selected from all the student records at  
University X during 2003 in order to determine the frequency of recording of student  
enquiries. This is an example of.................... sampling.  
 
(1) simple random  
(2) stratified random  
(3) systematic  
(4) convenience  
 
QUESTION 33  
 
A chance factor error occurs when...  
 
(1) one element and not another has been included in a sample  
(2) the sample size cannot be calculated statistically  
(3) incorrect technique arises due to sampling error  
(4) all of the above are true and correct  
 



QUESTION 34  
 
Which of the following statements are true about sample size?  
 
(a) The costs associated with data collection must be balanced against the  
greater accuracy of making inferences with larger samples.  
(b) Because some health-related studies may involve some discomfort or danger  
to patients, only the bare minimum of elements is included in the sample.  
(c) The larger the sample size, the larger the sampling error that occurs during  
data collection.  
(d) As the sample size increases, the target population becomes more accessible  
to the researcher.  
(1) (a) (b)  
(2)(a) (c)  
(3) (b) (c)  
(4) (a) (c) (d)  
(5) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 35  
 
Which one of the following statements is true?  
 
(1) Ethically it is correct to have a large sample.  
(2) Data collection is more costly when the sample is bigger.  
(3) Where lived experiences of people are investigated, the sample must be large.  
(4) Experimental studies require larger samples than surveys.  
 
QUESTION 36  
 
Suppose a researcher has decided to use a systematic sampling design for a  
research project.  
 
The known population size is 4 400 and the desired sample size 200. If the first element  
selected is 112, what would be the second, third and fourth elements to be selected.  
 
(1) 332 552 772  
(2) 312 512 712  
(3) 134 156 178  
(4) 132 152 172  
 
QUESTION 37  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However it contains  
a problem which should be avoided. Any change in the top executive staff of an  
organisation involves at least a temporary diminution of efficiency. Do you also  
agree?  
 
The above item is problematic because it...  
 
(1) is double-barrelled  
(2) contains loaded language  
(3) is a negative statement  
(4) contains an incomplete question  
 



QUESTION 38  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However it contains  
a problem which should be avoided.  
 
Our practice of using projected benefit illustrations will remain in place until a more  
practical alternative is found.  
 
Select one of the following options that corresponds with your opinion of the above  
statement:  
 
Strongly agree •  
Agree •  
Neutral •  
Disagree •  
Strongly disagree •  
 
 
The above item is problematic because of the following reason:  
 
(1) The scale used in the item is not appropriate.  
(2) The item contains a negative statement.  
(3) Reference is made to a vague agent of action.  
(4) The item contains a double-barrelled statement.  
 
QUESTION 39  
 
Which level of measurement is being used in the following scenario?  
A teacher who is responsible for Grade 1 learners wants to determine which of the new learners had previously 
attended Grade 0 classes. She prepares a questionnaire which parents fill in and asks the following question:  
Did your child attend Grade 0 classes?  
Yes •  
No •  
 
The level of measurement being used, is...  
(1) nominal  
(2) ordinal  
(3) interval  
(4) ratio  
 
QUESTION 40  
 
You want to determine the reasons why community health workers are disgruntled in  
a specific geographic area. The most appropriate way in which you would collect  
this information, is by using...  
 
(1) semantic differential scales  
(2) Likert scales  
(3) covert observation  
(4) in-depth interviews  
 
QUESTION 41  
 
An advantage of using focus-group interviews is that...  



 
(1) diverse opinions can be obtained  
(2) a sensitive topic can be researched  
(3) geographic boundaries do not exist  
(4) it is a covert form of data-collection  
 
QUESTION 42  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However, it contains  
a problem that should be avoided.  
The new outcomes-based educational strategies resulted in both teachers and  
learners becoming confused.  
Select one of the following options that corresponds with your opinion of the above  
statement:  
Strongly agree •  
Agree •  
Neutral •  
Disagree •  
Strongly disagree •  
 
The above item is problematic because of the following reason:  
 
(1) The scale used in the item is not appropriate.  
(2) The item contains a negative statement.  
(3) Reference is made to a vague agent of action.  
(4) The item contains a double-barrelled statement.  
QUESTION 43  
 
A doctor notices that some of his patients who received an injection against flu still  
get ill. Which statistic would provide him with a helpful summary of this trend?  
 
(1) percentage  
(2) cumulative frequency  
(3) class interval  
(4) tally  
 
QUESTION 44  
 
Mean is to central tendency as....................is to variability.  
 
 
(1) median  
(2) typical value  
(3) standard deviation  
(4) spread  
 
QUESTION 45  
 
Study table 1 and indicate which graphic presentation would best represent the data  
in this table.  
Table 1: Examination results for history  
pass 170  
fail 30  
 



(1) bar chart  
(2) histogram  
(3) polygon  
(4) scatterplot  
 
QUESTION 46  
 
Which measure of variability is equal to 13 in the following set of data?  
2 4 9 10 15  
 
(1) range  
(2) variance  
(3) standard deviation  
(4) spread  
 
QUESTION 47  
 
The purpose of descriptive statistics is to...  
(1) organise and summarise data  
(2) identify underlying patterns in data  
(3) evaluate the researcher’s claims  
(4) determine all of the above  
QUESTION 48  
 
Which measure(s) of central tendency is/are the smallest for the following set of  
data?  
 
3 5 7 15 15  
 
(1) mode  
(2) median  
(3) mean  
(4) all three measures are equal  
 
QUESTION 49  
 
Which statements are true about researchers that follow an ideographic strategy?  
 
(a) The meaningfulness of a situation is described.  
(b) Trends are identified.  
(c) In-depth information is collected.  
(d) Causality is crucial.  
(e) Unique aspects are emphasised.  
(f) General characteristics are determined.  
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (c) (e)  
(3) (b) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (d) (f)  
(5) (d) (e) (f)  
 
QUESTION 50  
 
Complete the following sentence.  
 



In qualitative research ...................., by determining the relationship between the core  
category and related categories in the final stages of the research process, plays a  
key role in theory building.  
 
(1) selective coding  
(2) open coding  
(3) cross-sectional coding  
(4) axial coding  
(5) non cross-sectional coding  
 
 
QUESTION 51  
 
Complete the following statement.  
 
....................require qualitative data that can more readily be structured.  
 
 
(1) Word processing package  
(2) Text retriever system  
(3) Relational database management system  
(4) Code and retrieve software  
(5) Theory and network builder  
 
QUESTION 52  
 
Identify the example(s) of a second-order-interpretation?  
(a)I was hoping that I might win the Lotto draw.  
(b)Poor people (in other words those who can afford it least) are more likely to  
play the Lotto, because for them the prospect of winning money is most attractive.  
(c)John bought a Lotto ticket because he hoped he might win enough money to  
buy a van (bakkie) for his business.  
(d)I was angry yesterday when I did not win anything in the Lotto draw.  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (c)  
(3) (a) (b)  
(4) (c) (d)  
(5) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 53  
 
Identify the computer program specifically developed to assist qualitative researchers  
to write inference and analytic notes.  
 
(1) Word processing packages  
(2) Text retriever systems  
(3) Relational database management systems  
(4) Code and retrieve software  
(5) Theory and network builders  
 
QUESTION 54  
 
Identify the type of notes that best describes the excerpt below.  



 
My current fieldwork in Katutura commenced in 1988... The ability to  
conduct many data collection projects in Katutura, both quantitative and  
qualitative, reflects the changes in the social and political climate there. It is  
much easier to conduct interviews and visit people now than it was in the  
past, and many students and members of the public are eager to work on  
social science projects. ...The atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust so  
prevalent in Katutura in the past has been replaced by cooperation,  
assistance, and interest. [Pendleton, WC. 1996 Katatura: a place where we  
stay. Athens: Ohio University Press, p13]  
 
(1) jotted notes  
(2) direct observation notes  
(3) research inference notes  
(4) analytic notes  
(5) personal notes  
 
QUESTION 55  
 
The type of research report selected to record your research is dependent on …  
 
(1) the context of that research  
(2) the need for archiving that research  
(3) the research being replicable  
(4) scientific norms and values  
 
QUESTION 56  
 
With regards to the organisation of a research report, which one of the following  
statements is most correct?  
 
(1) All research reports, being scholarly academic documents, must conform to  
the basic norms of social sciences.  
(2) The type of research report we intend writing influences what aspects of our  
research will be emphasised and what can be left out.  
(3) The  
theoretical framework used to explain the findings is considered as  
important and needs extensive discussion in the introduction.  
(4) It  
is important that the format, style and organisation of each and every  
research report be presented in a rigid order.  
 
QUESTION 57  
 
Which one of the following statements best represents the difference between the  
concepts “interpretation” and “discussion”?  
 
(1) In the section on interpretation we bring out the meaning by explaining what  
we found in our research, while the discussion is reserved for a justification of  
the research project in terms of the initial research problem.  
(2) The purpose of the discussion is to summarise the findings of the research by  
highlighting the key points, while the interpretation is reserved for emphasising  
the importance of what was found in the research work.  
(3) The interpretation is used to limit the findings of our research work within the  



framework of the literature review, while the discussion is used to provide a short  
summary of the research publication in databases.  
(4) In the section relating to interpretation we explain the meaning of our findings,  
while in the discussion we examine, through argumentation, the findings in  
terms of the supporting theory and initial research problem.  
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION 58  
 
A literature review for a research report should …  
 
(1) contain a detailed review of all previously published reports  
(2) contain  
a selective review of evidence pertinent to the current research  
project  
(3) be at least 5000 words  
(4) contain  
as many as possible quotations to make the literature review more  
clear  
 
QUESTION 59  
 
When sampling in marketing communication to test whether or not consumers are  
aware of a new brand of coffee, interviewers selected every 10th adult (male and  
female) that left a local supermarket. This is a...................sample.  
 
(1) representative  
(2) purposive  
(3) convenience  
(4) random  
(5) probability  
 
QUESTION 60  
 
The first step to take when writing your research report is to …  
 
(1) decide on a relevant topic  
(2) formulate the research problem  
(3) do a complete literature review  
(4) identify your intended audience  
 

 
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS – 2007 – Assignment 1  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Identify the potential error in human inquiry illustrated below.  
A Minister of Education accepts the viewpoint by an eminent professor in Physics that  
academic support in Higher Education is unnecessary.  
 
(1) inaccurate observation  



(2) the “halo” effect  
(3) selective observation  
(4) ego involvement  
 
 
 
QUESTION 2  
 
Norms for the scientific community contain the following:  
 
(1) universalism and organised skepticism  
(2) universalism  
and neutrality as to the possible popularity or unpopularity of  
research results  
(3) communalism and honesty  
(4) all the above  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
Identify the potential error in human inquiry the following example illustrates.  
After briefly interviewing two students, a researcher concluded that the prescribed  
textbook does not pose any problems.  
 
 
(1) inaccurate observation  
(2) selective observation  
(3) overgeneralisation  
(4) premature closure  
 
 
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Ms Ndlovu runs a health education programme on prevention of the spread of HIV  
each first Monday of the month. During February she educates the clients on the  
importance of condom use. In April she finds that the majority of the clients still do not  
use condoms. She concludes that the clients show a lack of knowledge as well as a  
negative attitude towards the prevention of the spread of HIV. This is an example of...  
 
(1) ego involvement  
(2) overgeneralisation  
(3) inaccurate observation  
(4) premature closure  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
An ideal type...  
(a)is a mental construct  
(b)has to do with ideas rather than ideals  
(c)exists objectively  
(d)exaggerates essential characteristics  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  



(3) (a) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (c) (d)  
(5) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
In social science research induction is the process...  
 
(a)whereby the researcher becomes familiar with a particular setting  
(b)through which theory is tested  
(c)whereby abstract concepts are made concrete variables  
(d)through which theory is built  
(e)through which general statements are derived from specific evidence  
 
(1) (a) (c)  
(2) (b) (c)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (d) (e)  
(5) (b) (e)  
 
QUESTION 7  
 
Which one of the following statements is the best example of a hypothesis?  
 
(1) More women than men register to study in the social sciences.  
(2) Alienation is a consequence of powerlessness.  
(3) Religiousness equals the frequency of church attendance.  
(4) The higher the level of education, the more liberal the political outlook.  
(5) The level of maturity depends on age.  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Read the following hypothesis and identify the dependent variable.  
Women are more in favour of birth control than men.  
 
(1) women  
(2) men  
(3) gender  
(4) birth control  
(5) attitude towards birth control  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
Exploratory research is done to...  
 
(1) describe phenomena  
(2) explain phenomena  
(3) determine causality  
(4) investigate a new field  
 
 
 
QUESTION 10  
 



Cross-sectional research is.............. in nature because it is done at a particular point in  
time.  
 
(1) structured  
(2) nonrecurrent  
(3) specific  
(4) repeatable  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
The following types of research can be classified as longitudinal research:  
 
(a)panel studies  
(b)cohort studies  
(c)time-series research  
(d)case-study  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (a) (c)  
(3) (b) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (b) (c)  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
A researcher distributes a questionnaire to a sample of ex-nurses in an attempt to  
discover their reasons for leaving the profession. This research design is best described  
as a/an...  
 
(1) quasi-experiment  
(2) experiment  
(3) survey  
(4) social model  
 
QUESTION 13  
Identify four situational factors that apply when we make judgements about ethics in  
research.  
 
(a)the methods we use to collect data  
(b)the age of the subjects we observe  
(c)the goal of the research study  
(d)our intentions as researchers  
(e)the consequences of the research  
(f) the operational definitions of constructs  
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
(3) (c) (d) (e) (f)  
(4) (a) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
Which behavioural norm or principle relates to the researcher’s motives for  
conducting a research study?  
 
(1) voluntary participation  



(2) informed consent  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) disinterestedness  
 
QUESTION 15  
Which ethical principle is disregarded in the following research study?  
Impressionable children are exposed to visual violence in television messages.  
 
 
(1) confidentiality  
(2) anonymity  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) privacy of thought  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
When the Hawthorne effect takes place during a research study, this effect will  
influence the...  
 
(1) purpose of the study  
(2) time dimension  
(3) informed consent  
(4) internal validity  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
One of the requirements of coherence in research design is that it...  
 
(1) cannot be open and flexible  
(2) involves research in a natural setting  
(3) considers the researcher’s basic orientation  
(4) explains cause-effect relationships  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
After completing an experiment a researcher learns that without her realising it, she  
has influenced the behaviour of the subjects.  
This refers to...  
 
 
(1) selection bias  
(2) the regression effect  
(3) the testing effect  
(4) researcher expectancy  
 
QUESTION 19  
Quasi-experimental designs differ from true experimental designs in that they do not  
include...  
 
(1) an experimental and a control group  
(2) manipulation of the treatment conditions  
(3) random assignment of subjects to groups  
(4) a pretest and a posttest in the study  
 



QUESTION 20  
 
Read the following study and indicate how flexible the research design appears to  
be.  
 
A researcher wants to find out how teachers experience cases of child  
abuse. He decides to conduct open-ended, in-depth interviews with  
teachers (either individually or in groups) in which he will ask them to tell  
him about their thoughts on and experiences with child abuse.  
 
(1) The research question is specified, but the method is quite flexible.  
(2) The method is clearly specified, but the research question is left open.  
(3) Both the research question and the method are clearly specified.  
(4) Neither the research question nor the method is at all specified.  
 

 
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS – 2007 – Assignment 2  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Thirty lecturers are randomly sampled from a random sample of five universities.  
This is an example of .................. sampling.  
 
(1) simple random  
(2) systematic  
(3) quota  
(4) cluster  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
In probability sampling, as the sample size increases, the...  
 
(1) sample becomes more biased  
(2) sampling error decreases  
(3) validity of the investigation decreases  
(4) population becomes more accessible  
 
 
 
QUESTION 3  
 
A chance factor error occurs when...  
 
(1) one element and not another has been included in a sample  
(2) the sample size cannot be calculated statistically  
(3) incorrect technique arises due to sampling error  
(4) all of the above are true and correct  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
A researcher wishes to study individuals suffering from agoraphobia (fear of open  
spaces). The researcher places an advertisement in the newspaper asking for  
participants. A total of 50 replies are received, of which the researcher randomly  
selects 30. Only 15 participants actually turn up for their appointment.  



The problem with drawing a representative sample of participants with clinical  
conditions such as agoraphobia is that...  
 
(a)the participants who consent to participate may be unrepresentative of the  
target population  
 
(b)no sampling strategies are appropriate for this research  
 
(c)no complete lists of sufferers’ names are usually available  
 
(d)the sample size is not an acceptable size for a representative sample  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  
(3) (a) (c)  
(4) (b) (d)  
(5) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
This statement is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. It is problematic  
because it is a/an.................... statement  
 
Of the articles that appear in the Unisa News, the majority do not  
concern the subjects in which I major and are therefore irrelevant.  
 
(1) double-barrelled  
(2) complex  
(3) lengthy  
(4) unwarranted  
 
 
QUESTION 6  
 
Complete the following statement which deals with levels of measurement.  
 
Using an ordinal level of measurement, means that the...  
 
(1) categories which are used, are equal  
(2) categories can be compared and measured  
(3) preferences can be ranked in an order  
(4) an absolute zero point can be measured  
 
QUESTION 7  
 
The following is an example of primary data:  
 
(1) a report which is based on a literature review  
(2) an overview of opinions expressed during an interview  
(3) an eye-witness account of a crime  
(4) a press report which is based on an interview  
 
QUESTION 8  
 



An advantage of using focus-group interviews is that...  
 
(1) diverse opinions can be obtained  
(2) a sensitive topic can be researched  
(3) geographic boundaries do not exist  
(4) it is a covert form of data-collection  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
A table or graph showing how many cases in a data set obtained each possible  
score on a test is called a ...  
 
(1) score chart  
(2) data summary chart  
(3) random sample of scores  
(4) frequency distribution  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
Study table 1 and indicate which graphic presentation would best represent the data  
in this table.  
 
Table 1: Examination results for history  
 
pass 170  
Fail 30  
 
(1) bar chart  
(2) histogram  
(3) polygon  
(4) scatter plot  
 
 
QUESTION 11  
 
Which measure of variability is equal to 13 in the following set of data?  
 
2 4 9 10 15  
 
(1) range  
(2) variance  
(3) standard deviation  
(4) spread  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
Which correlation coefficient best describes the relation between X and Y below?  
 
X: 10 20 30 40 50  
Y: 80 70 60 50 40  
(1) -1  
(2) +1  
(3) 0  
 



(4) none of the above  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
The case study is used in qualitative research because it...  
 
(1) facilitates the coding of data  
(2) provides a comprehensive description  
(3) enables generalisation on the broader social context  
(4) can be conducted quickly  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
 
Jotted notes...  
(a)only contain short phrases and key words  
(b)are the only notes a researcher makes in the field  
(c)provides a comprehensive account of events  
(d)are made when there are constraints on note-taking  
(e)serve as memory joggers  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (b) (e)  
(3) (a) (d) (e)  
(4) (b) (c) (e)  
(5) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 15  
 
Match each of the following descriptions with either of the two research strategies.  
 
(a)A focus on the history of a particular case.  
(b)In my research I have attempted to understand the unique cultural patterns  
and the origins of the South African Indian community.  
 
(c)In my research I have attempted to understand the cultural patterns and the  
origins of the South African Indian community by viewing them as an example  
of an upwardly mobile minority group.  
 
(d)An attempt to explain away the unique characteristics of a particular case with  
reference to more general structural factors.  
 
(i) ideographic  
(ii) nomothetic  
(1) (a) = (i) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (ii)  
(2) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (i)  
(3) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (ii)  
(4) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (i) (d) = (i)  
(5) (a) = (i) (b) = (ii) (c) = (ii) (d) = (i)  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
Which of the following descriptions is an example of a second-order-interpretation?  
(a)I was hoping that I might win the Lotto draw.  



(b)Poor people (in other words those who can afford it least) are more likely to  
 
play the Lotto, because for them the prospect of winning money is most  
attractive.  
(c)John bought a Lotto ticket because he hoped he might win enough money to  
buy a bakkie for his business.  
(d)I was angry yesterday when I did not win anything in the Lotto draw.  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (c)  
(3) (a) (b)  
(4) (c) (d)  
(5) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
The methods section of a research report informs the reader....  
 
(1) of the purpose of an investigation  
(2) about the state of methodological advances in the subject areas  
(3) as to how the investigation was carried out  
(4) as to how the hypothesis or aim of the investigation was formulated  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
The purpose of including the literature review in a research report is to establish the  
status quo regarding understanding of your research problem. This statement is...  
 
(1) true, because the literature review defines the limits on the framework of your  
research  
(2) true, because the literature review provides a summary of the sources you  
intend using in your research  
 (3) false, because the literature review has a limited role in determining the  
credibility of the research  
(4) false, because the research question is evaluated in the literature review  
 
QUESTION 19  
 
Read the following report:  
 
The reported research is based on the assumption that ….  
(1) when shopping, men think differently from what they actually do  
(2) positron emission topography can reveal thinking processes  
(3) women are considered as impulsive buyers when shopping  
(4) when shopping, subconscious processes are at work  
Question 20 refers to the newspaper report How the SA  
educated trickle from the country by Charmain Naidoo which is  
illustrated in Figure 10.1 in your Study Guide.  
 
 
QUESTION 20  
 
Which statement best describes the research problem investigated by this study as  
reported in the newspaper article?  



 
(1) The study sets out to determine the correlation between the amount of money  
allocated to higher education and economic growth.  
(2) The aim of the research is to determine factors influencing the scarcity of highly  
educated people in developing countries.  
(3) The research goal is to quantify the extent of emigration by highly qualified  
people and to determine which countries were most affected.  
(4) The  
investigation considers why some countries are economically rich while  
others are poor by assessing educational levels.  
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QUESTION 1  
 
In order for research to be regarded as scientific it must...  
 
(a)entail observation and measurement  
 
(b)formulate assumptions and hypothesis  
 
(c)have a language of presentation that can only be understood by fellow  
researchers  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (a) (b)  
(3) (c)  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
A welfare organisation that wants to implement a well proven USA foster parent  
programme for HIV/AIDS orphans in a rural area, must analyse the USA results very  
well in order to...  
 
(1) prevent overgeneralisation from the USA to the South African context  
(2) prevent inaccurate observation of results  
(3) address the myth that everything from the USA could be applied successfully all  
over the world  
(4) ensure that the programme will be implemented accurately in South Africa in  
every respect  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
To which one of the following approaches to research does this description refer?  
An approach which emphasises uncovering the social constraints that hinder the  
emancipation of people, is the....................approach.  



 
 
(1) positivist  
(2) interpretivist  
(3) critical  
(4) feminist  
(5) postmodernist  
 
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Which of the following statements are correct? According to interpretivists...  
(a)social reality is inherently meaningful  
(b)the social sciences should not approach research in the same way as the  
 
natural sciences  
(c)social reality does not exist independently of the knower  
(d)common sense provides useful insight into an understanding of social reality  
(e)it is standardised procedures that enable us to learn about social reality  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (a) (b) (c) (e)  
(3) (a) (b) (d) (e)  
(4) (a) (c) (d) (e)  
(5) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
 
 
QUESTION 5  
 
A number of social scientists who had all worked at Unisa during the 1990s are  
selected as the respondents for a research project. This researcher is conducting  
.................. research.  
 
(1) cohort  
(2) time-series  
(3) case study  
(4) cross-sectional  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
To conduct a study on the migration of people from rural areas to cities, health  
matters or preserving old buildings, the following type of research can be used:  
 
(1) action research  
(2) social-impact assessment  
(3) evaluation research  
(4) basic research  
QUESTION 7  
 
Which ethical problem is being created in the following case?  
 
As part of a campaign to combat crime in a certain province in  
South Africa, a research agency reveals the names of children under  
the age of 10 who had been physically molested during the past  



 
(1) justice  
(2) prejudice  
(3) privacy  
(4) bias  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which right of research participants applies when a researcher is able to identify a  
particular person’s responses, but undertakes not to do so publicly?  
 
(1) voluntary participation  
(2) informed consent  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) confidentiality  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
Which of the following is a defining characteristic of a true experimental design?  
 
(1) manipulation of the treatment conditions  
(2) including a pretest and a posttest in the study  
(3) using a random sample of subjects  
(4) giving the same treatment to the experimental and the control group  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
Read the following study and identify the intended outcome of the study.  
 
A researcher asks a group of outpatients suffering from depression  
to keep a diary in which they write once a week. After three months  
the researcher analyses the content of the diaries to try and identify  
common themes. These findings are presented in a report to the  
staff  
 
The intended outcome of the study is...  
 
(1) the diaries of the patients  
(2) a report to the hospital on common themes  
(3) to obtain funds for the hospital  
(4) a “therapy through writing” program  
 
 
QUESTION 11  
 
A sample of 100 student records is randomly selected from all the student records at  
University X during 2005 in order to determine the frequency of recording of student  
enquiries.  
This is an example of .................. sampling.  
 
 
(1) simple random  
(2) stratified random  
(3) systematic  



(4) convenience  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
When a researcher knows in advance that there are important subgroups within the  
population that need to be included in the sample because they may affect the  
results of the study, the researcher will use ....................sampling.  
 
(1) accidental  
(2) quota  
(3) judgmental  
(4) stratified random  
 
 
QUESTION 13  
 
You want to determine the reasons why TB patients are reluctant to return for follow- 
up visits to the local health clinic. The most appropriate way in which you would  
collect this information, is by using...  
 
(1) semantic differential scales  
(2) Likert scales  
(3) participant observation  
(4) in-depth interviews  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However, it contains  
a problem that should be avoided.  
 
The new outcomes-based educational strategies resulted in both teachers  
and learners becoming confused.  
 
Select one of the following options that corresponds with your opinion of the  
above statement:  
 
Strongly agree •  
Agree •  
Neutral •  
Disagree •  
Strongly disagree •  
 
 
The above item is problematic because of the following reason:  
 
(1) The scale used in the item is not appropriate.  
(2) The item contains a negative statement.  
(3) Reference is made to a vague agent of action.  
(4) The item contains a double-barrelled statement.  
 
 
QUESTION 15  
 
What type of graph would best display interval and ratio data such as the  



examination marks of Unisa students in a second-year module?  
 
(1) histogram  
(2) pie chart  
(3) X-Y plot  
(4) bar chart  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
Which is not a measure of variability?  
 
(1) range  
(2) standard deviation  
(3) median  
(4) variance  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
Which of the following are characteristics of coding?  
(a)In coding, similar aspects of the data are grouped together.  
(b)Coding involves the construction of categories that can be used to analyse  
 
data.  
(c)Coding is a form of library cataloguing, and therefore takes place in the  
literature study phase.  
(d)Coding is the first step in the research process in qualitative research.  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  
(3) (b) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (b)  
(5) (c) (d)  
 
 
QUESTION 18  
 
Link the characteristics listed below to the strategy of research.  
 
(i) nomothetic  
(ii) idiographic  
(a)Identifying trends  
 
(b)Describing meaningfulness  
 
(c)Determining causality  
 
(d)Generalising  
 
(e)Emphasising uniqueness  
 
(1) (a)=(i) (b)=(ii) (c)=(i) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
(2) (a)=(ii) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
(3) (a)=(i) (b)=(ii) (c)=(i) (d)=(i) (e)=(ii)  
 (4) (a)=(ii) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(i) (e)=(ii)  



(5) (a)=(i) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
 
QUESTION 19  
Which one of the following statements is true?  
 
 
(1) The discussion section of the report should relate present findings to previous  
studies.  
(2) The literature review should be reported in an appendix labeled "references".  
(3) The results section should contain only tables and graphs, and not a description  
of the data.  
(4) Researchers should not report on the results to prevent misrepresentation of the  
findings.  
 
 
QUESTION 20  
 
With regards to the organisation of a research report, which one of the following  
statements is most correct?  
 
(1) All research reports, being scholarly academic documents, must conform to  
the basic norms of social sciences.  
(2) The type of research report we intend writing influences what aspects of our  
research will be emphasised and what can be left out.  
(3) The  
theoretical framework used to explain the findings is considered as  
important and needs extensive discussion in the introduction.  
(4) It  
is important that the format, style and organisation of each and every  
research report be presented in a rigid order.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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QUESTION 1  
 
Inquiry into events of everyday life is  
 
(1) a natural characteristic of human behaviour  
(2) only permissible if it constitutes scientific method  
(3) only meaningful if it provides valid answers to questions  
(4) a process only trained researchers can undertake successfully  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
Scientific thinking makes sense because it  
(1) is logical  
(2) collects evidence  
(3) explains relationships between variables  
(4) all the above  
QUESTION 3  
 
All grade eight learners agree with their teacher that the world is round. This is an  
example of  
 



(1) tradition  
(2) authority  
(3) mysticism  
(4) common sense  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Identify the potential error in human inquiry illustrated below.  
A Minister of Education accepts the viewpoint by an eminent professor in Physics that  
academic support in Higher Education is unnecessary.  
 
 
(1) inaccurate observation  
(2) the “halo” effect  
(3) selective observation  
(4) ego involvement  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
Research in the social sciences is always based on assumptions  
(a)about the nature of social reality  
(b)about how we can get to know social reality  
(c)that value-freedom is crucial  
(d)that facts are observable  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (b) (c)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (c)  
(5) (b) (d)  
 
 
QUESTION 6  
 
An ideal type  
(a)is a mental construct  
(b)has to do with ideas rather than ideals  
(c)exists objectively  
(d)exaggerates essential characteristics  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  
 (3) (a) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (c) (d)  
(5) (c) (d)  
QUESTION 7  
 
Match each of the following statements with either of the two reasoning processes.  
 
(a)Because all RSC assignment questions are difficult, I can assume that this  
question will be difficult.  
(b)All the questions I have completed up to now were difficult; therefore I can  
assume that all RSC questions are difficult.  
 



(c)People become aggressive when their attempts to reach their goals are  
frustrated, therefore I can assume that my daughter will become aggressive if I  
keep on breaking up her puzzle just before she has fitted the last piece.  
 
(d)Because I have received an electric shock each time I touched these exposed  
live wires, I can assume that touching live exposed wires gives one an electric  
shock.  
 
 (i) deduction  
(ii) induction  
 
(1) (a) = (i) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (ii)  
(2) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (i)  
(3) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (ii) (d) = (ii)  
(4) (a) = (ii) (b) = (i) (c) = (i) (d) = (i)  
(5) (a) = (i) (b) = (ii) (c) = (i) (d) = (ii)  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
In social science, theory  
 
(a) is used to provide an explanation for social phenomena  
(b) is based on speculation  
(c) specifies the relationships between key concepts  
(d) organises and systematises ideas  
(e) suggests what kind of facts we should be looking for in research  
(1) (a)(b)  
(2) (c)(d)  
(3) (e)  
(4) (b)(c)(e)  
(5) (a)(c)(d)(e)  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
The main source of data in qualitative research is  
 
(1) observers  
(2) natural sources  
(3) structured interview  
(4) human beings (man)  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
Explanatory research is done to  
 
(1) explore phenomena  
(2) give details of a situation  
(3) determine causality  
(4) describe phenomena  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
Which one of the following items distinguishes true experimental research from  
quasiexperimental research?  



 
(1) the size of sample  
(2) the use of a non probability sample  
(3) random assignment of subjects to groups  
(4) the introduction of an experimental treatment  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
To conduct a study on the migration of people from rural areas to cities, health  
matters or preserving old buildings, the following type of research can be used:  
 
(1) action research  
(2) social-impact assessment  
(3) evaluation research  
(4) basic research  
.  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
When you conduct an unstructured interview in a respondent’s home  
 
(1) this minimises control over intervening variables  
(2) this will lead to a clash of interests or even conflict  
(3) the confidentiality of the reported responses cannot be protected  
(4) the respondent’s privacy is protected by making notes  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
Which behavioural norm or principle relates to the researcher’s motives for  
conducting a research study?  
 
(1) voluntary participation  
(2) informed consent  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) disinterestedness  
 
 
QUESTION 15  
 
Which ethical principle is disregarded in the following research study?  
Impressionable children are exposed to visual violence in television messages.  
 
(1) confidentiality  
(2) anonymity  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) privacy of thought  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
When the Hawthorne effect takes place during a research study, this effect will  
influence the  
 
(1) purpose of the study  
(2) time dimension  



(3) informed consent  
(4) internal validity  
 
 
QUESTION 17  
 
A research design that is open and flexible is more suitable when  
 
(1) there is no research plan  
(2) doing qualitative research  
(3) interviewing people  
(4) studying cause-effect relationships  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
What does “maturation” as a threat to the internal validity of a study refer to?  
Maturation  
 
(1) before the pre-test confounds the results  
(2) between the pre-test and the post-test confounds the results  
(3) influences the generalisability of results  
(4) influences the independent variable  
 
QUESTION 19  
 
Which of the following is a defining characteristic of a true experimental design?  
 
(1) manipulation of the treatment conditions  
(2) including a pretest and a posttest in the study  
(3) using a random sample of subjects  
(4) giving the same treatment to the experimental and the control group  
 
 
QUESTION 20  
 
Read the following study and indicate how flexible the research design appears to  
be.  
 
A researcher wants to find out how teachers experience cases of  
child abuse. He decides to conduct open-ended, in-depth  
interviews with teachers (either individually or in groups) in which he  
will ask them to tell him about their thoughts on and experiences  
with child abuse.  
 
(1) The research question is specified, but the method is quite flexible  
(2) The method is clearly specified, but the research question is left open  
(3) Both the research question and the method are clearly specified  
(4) Neither the research question nor the method is at all specified  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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QUESTION 1  
 



Twenty-five people who lost a family member through suicide and who are currently  
attending a support group, are referred to the researcher by other members in the  
support group already in the sample.  
This is an example of.................sampling.  
 
 
(1) convenience  
(2) purposive  
(3) theoretical  
(4) snowball  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
A chance factor error occurs when  
 
(1) one element and not another has been included in a sample  
(2) the sample size cannot be calculated statistically  
(3) incorrect technique arises due to sampling error  
(4) all of the above are true and correct  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
When a researcher knows in advance that there are important subgroups within the  
population that need to be included in the sample because they may affect the  
results of the study, the researcher will use .................sampling.  
 
(1) accidental  
(2) quota  
(3) judgmental  
(4) theoretical  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
If a population contains 50% males and 50% females, and a sample has 10% males  
and 90% females, then this sample is said to be  
 
(1) biased  
(2) too small  
(3) representative  
(4) unbiased  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
This statement is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. It is problematic  
because it is a/an................statement  
 
Of the articles that appear in the Unisa News, the majority do  
not concern the subjects in which I major and are therefore  
irrelevant  
 
(1) double-barrelled  
(2) complex  
(3) lengthy  
(4) unwarranted  



 
QUESTION 6  
 
You are planning to conduct a structured interview. In what chronological order  
would you undertake the activities listed?  
 
(a)Conduct a pilot test, using the equivalent-forms method to test the reliability of  
 
the interview schedule.  
 
(b)Compile a list of questions to be used in an interview schedule.  
 
(c)Determine the content validity of questions in the interview schedule.  
 
(1) (a) • (b) • (c)  
(2) (b) • (c) • (a)  
(3) (c) • (a) • (b)  
(4) (a) • (c) • (b)  
 
 
QUESTION 7  
 
Overt participant observation (in field research) occurs when  
 
(1) a researcher makes tape recordings of conversations, but does not get involved  
in the social interaction  
(2) the Hawthorne effect takes place  
(3) a researcher becomes involved with the activities of the group of participants  
being observed  
(4) the reason for a researcher’s presence is not known to the group being observed  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which method would you use to determine whether the questionnaire, used in the  
following scenario, is reliable?  
 
You have compiled a questionnaire which you want to use to determine the opinions  
of members of your local community about the closing down of a local police  
station.  
 
You draw your sample by selecting every 3rd person that visits the police station.  
You would use the.................method.  
 
(1) intercoder  
(2) concurrent  
(3) test-retest  
(4) split-half  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
A doctor notices that some of his patients who received an injection against flu still  
get ill. Which statistic would provide him with a helpful summary of this trend?  
 
(1) percentage  



(2) cumulative frequency  
(3) class interval  
(4) tally  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
Mean is to central tendency as................is to variability.  
 
 
(1) median  
(2) typical value  
(3) standard deviation  
(4) spread  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
Which is not a measure of variability?  
 
(1) range  
(2) standard deviation  
(3) median  
(4) variance  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
A researcher finds the following correlation coefficients between income, intelligence  
and education. Which correlation coefficient indicates the strongest linear relation  
among the variables?  
 
income and intelligence: +0,35  
income and education: +0,40  
intelligence and education: +0,45  
 
 
(1) +0,35  
(2) +0,40  
(3) +0,45  
(4) not enough information is provided  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
Which statement is the most correct with regard to qualitative data?  
 
(1) Interpretive social scientists only use qualitative data.  
(2) Positivists never use qualitative data.  
(3) Formalised research techniques yield qualitative data.  
(4) Qualitative data are most suited to the idiographic approach.  
(5) Qualitative data are coded in the same way as quantitative data.  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
The case study is used in qualitative research because it  
 
(1) facilitates the coding of data  



(2) provides a comprehensive description  
(3) enables generalisation on the broader social context  
(4) can be conducted quickly  
 
 
QUESTION 15  
 
When a researcher orders what he or she sees in a setting by putting these  
observations in context, this is known as  
 
(1) reconstructed logic  
(2) logic in practice  
(3) a first-order interpretation  
(4) a second-order interpretation  
(5) a third-order interpretation  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
In qualitative research coding categories are  
 
(1) systematically developed beforehand  
(2) developed as research progresses  
(3) only developed once the data has been collected  
(4) used to quantify the data  
(5) always numerical  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
The introduction to a research report should .  
 
 
(1) set out the goals of the research and your point of departure  
(2) provide an outline indicating directions for future research  
(3) contain a brief summary of the essential findings of the research  
(4) consolidate the research by reflecting on the data gathered  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
The purpose of including the literature review in a research report is to establish the  
status quo regarding understanding of your research problem. This statement is  
 
(1) true, because the literature review defines the limits of the framework for your  
research  
(2) true,  
because the literature review provides a summary of the sources you  
intend using in your research  
(3) false,  
because the literature review has a limited role in determining the  
credibility of the research  
(4) false, because the research question is evaluated in the literature review  
 
QUESTION 19  
Which one of the following statements is true?  
 



(1) The discussion section of the report should relate present findings to previous  
studies.  
(2) The literature review should be reported in an appendix labeled "references".  
(3) The results section should contain only tables and graphs, and not a description  
of the data.  
(4) Researchers should not report on the results to prevent misrepresentation of the  
findings.  
 
QUESTION 20  
 
Researchers need to report their research accurately to allow for increased reliability  
of the research.  
This statement is  
 
(1) true, because the accurate description of concepts and measurements  
increases the reliability of the research  
(2) true, because increased reliability results in a clearer understanding of the  
research  
(3) false, because an accurate report allows for a higher degree of validity if the  
measurement is repeated  
(4) false, because an accurate report should provide enough information to  
replicate the study  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS – 2009 – Assignment 3  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Norms for the scientific community contain the following:  
 
(1) universalism and organised skepticism  
(2) universalism  
and neutrality as to the possible popularity or unpopularity of  
research results  
(3) communalism and honesty  
(4) all the above  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
In order for research to be regarded as scientific it must  
 
(a)entail observation and measurement  
 
(b)formulate assumptions and hypothesis  
 
(c)have a language of presentation that can only be understood by fellow  
 
researchers  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (a) (b)  
(3) (c)  
 
QUESTION 3  
 



To which one of the following approaches to research does this description refer?  
 
An approach which emphasises uncovering the social constraints that hinder the  
emancipation of people, is the.................approach.  
 
(1) positivist  
(2) interpretivist  
(3) critical  
(4) feminist  
(5) postmodernist  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Which one of the following statements is the best example of an hypothesis?  
 
(1) More women than men register to study in the social sciences  
(2) Alienation is a consequence of powerlessness  
(3) Religiousness equals the frequency of church attendance  
(4) The higher the level of education, the more liberal the political outlook  
(5) The level of maturity depends on age  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
Exploratory research is done to  
 
(1) describe phenomena  
(2) explain phenomena  
(3) determine causality  
(4) investigate a new field  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
Which of the following is not a characteristic of quantitative research?  
 
 
(1) a holistic approach to persons  
(2) precise definition of variables being studied  
(3) prediction and control of phenomena  
(4) theories containing causal models  
 
QUESTION 7  
 
Select any two factors that can impose a risk on subjects’ right to privacy, when  
conducting research.  
 
(a)the sensitivity of the topic being researched  
(b)the researcher’s language preference  
(c)the place where the research is conducted  
(d)the publication of the findings  
(e)obtaining prior informed consent  
 
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (b) (c)  



(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (e) (a)  
 
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which ethical requirement is being met if we treat respondents in an interview  
equally?  
 
(1) freedom from harm  
(2) justice  
(3) informed consent  
(4) anonymity  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
Which of the following threats to internal validity is associated with a lack of random  
assignment?  
 
(1) maturation  
(2) history  
(3) instrumentation  
(4) selection  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
Select the design described in the following scenario.  
 
A psychologist evaluates the success of a newly developed  
treatment for depression, using behaviour therapy as a control  
condition. After an evaluation of the nature and degree of  
depression, he randomly assigns clients to the new treatment and  
the behaviour therapy. Treatment is continued for three months  
before doing another evaluation  
 
(1) pre-experimental  
(2) posttest only control group  
(3) quasi-experimental  
(4) pretest-posttest control group  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
A sample of 100 student records is randomly selected from all the student records at  
University X during 2009 in order to determine the frequency of recording of student  
enquiries. This is an example of.................sampling.  
 
(1) simple random  
(2) stratified random  
(3) systematic  
(4) convenience  
 
QUESTION 12  
 
A researcher wishes to study individuals suffering from agoraphobia (fear of open  



spaces). The researcher places an advertisement in the newspaper asking for  
participants. A total of 50 replies are received, of which the researcher randomly  
selects 30. Only 15 participants actually turn up for their appointment.  
 
 
The problem with drawing a representative sample of participants with clinical  
conditions such as agoraphobia is that  
 
(a)the participants who consent to participate may be unrepresentative of the  
 
target population  
 
(b)no sampling strategies are appropriate for this research  
 
(c)no complete lists of sufferers’ names are usually available  
 
(d)the sample size is not an acceptable size for a representative sample  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (a) (b) (d)  
(3) (a) (c)  
(4) (b) (d)  
(5) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However, it contains  
problems which should be avoided.  
 
We should not be critical of the police services’ new action  
plan against crime.  
 
The above item is problematic because it  
 
(a)is double-barrelled  
 
(b)contains loaded language  
 
(c)is a negative statement  
 
(d)contains a vague agent of action  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (b) (c)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (d)  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
You are a teacher who wants to investigate learners’ daily access to the mass  
communication media. Which one of the following open-ended statements would  
be the most appropriate statement to include in a questionnaire?  
 
Please indicate in the space provided.................on a daily basis.  



 
 
(1) all the mass communication media to which you have access  
(2) whether you have access to a newspaper and radio broadcasts  
(3) whether your parents have access to radio and television broadcasts  
(4) whether you have access to television broadcasts and films  
 
QUESTION 15  
 
Study table 1 and indicate which graphic presentation would best represent the data  
in this table.  
 
Table 1: Examination results for history  
 
pass 170  
fail 30  
 
(1) bar chart  
(2) histogram  
(3) polygon  
(4) scatter plot  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
Which measure(s) of central tendency is/are the smallest for the following set of  
data?  
 
3 5 7 15 15  
 
(1) mode  
(2) median  
(3) mean  
(4) all three measures are equal  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
In qualitative research open coding implies that  
 
(1) the links between the main categories already identified are determined  
(2) coding can occur at any phase in the research process  
(3) the codes are not standardised and pre-determined, but rather developed  
(4) coding is done deductively  
(5) it is the last phase in coding  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
Link the characteristics listed below to the strategy of research.  
 
(i) nomothetic  
(ii) idiographic  
(a) Identifying trends  
(b) Describing meaningfulness  
(c) Determining causality  
(d) Generalising  



(e) Emphasising uniqueness  
(1) (a)=(i) (b)=(ii) (c)=(i) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
(2) (a)=(ii) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
(3) (a)=(i) (b)=(ii) (c)=(i) (d)=(i) (e)=(ii)  
(4) (a)=(ii) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(i) (e)=(ii)  
(5) (a)=(i) (b)=(i) (c)=(ii) (d)=(ii) (e)=(i)  
 
QUESTION 19  
 
Which one of the following statements best represents the difference between the  
concepts “interpretation” and “discussion”?  
 
(1) In the section on interpretation we bring out the meaning by explaining what  
we found in our research, while the discussion is reserved for a justification of  
the research project in terms of the initial research problem.  
(2) The purpose of the discussion is to summarise the findings of the research by  
highlighting the key points, while the interpretation is reserved for emphasising  
the importance of what was found in the research work.  
(3) The interpretation is used to limit the findings of our research work within the  
framework of the literature review, while the discussion is used to provide a short  
summary of the research publication in databases.  
(4) In the section relating to interpretation we explain the meaning of our findings,  
while in the discussion we examine, through argumentation, the findings in  
terms of the supporting theory and initial research problem.  
 
QUESTION 20  
 
A literature review for a research report should  
 
(1) contain a detailed review of all previously published reports  
(2) contain  
a selective review of evidence pertinent to the current research  
project  
(3) be at least 5000 words  
(4) contain  
as many as possible quotations to make the literature review more  
clear  
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS – 2010 (S1) – Assignment 1  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Which norm of the scientific community is trespassed in the following scenario?  
 
A scientist, employed by a government medical research laboratory, discovers an  
agent that can drastically reduce the transmission of HIV from mother to unborn  
baby. He keeps his discovery a secret. The scientist resigns from the laboratory taking  
the formula for the agent with him for later personal financial gain.  
 
(1) trespassing communalism in science  



(2) lack of interest in the welfare of people  
(3) entrepreneurial vision in the present capitalistic dominated society  
(4) a lack of honesty in the scientific community  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
All grade ten learners agree with their educator that the earth is round. This is an  
example of  
 
(1) tradition  
(2) authority  
(3) mysticism  
(4) common sense  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
To which one of the following approaches to research does this description refer?  
 
An approach which emphasises uncovering the social constraints that hinder the  
emancipation of people, is the...................approach.  
(1) positivist  
(2) interpretivist  
(3) critical  
(4) feminist  
(5) postmodernist  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Which of the following statements are correct? According to interpretivists  
 
(a)social reality is inherently meaningful  
(b)the social sciences should not approach research in the same way as the  
natural sciences  
(c)social reality does not exist independently of the knower thereof  
(d)common sense provides useful insight into an understanding of social reality  
(e)it is standardised procedures that enable us to learn about social reality  
 
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (a) (b) (c) (e)  
(3) (a) (b) (d) (e)  
(4) (a) (c) (d) (e)  
(5) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
Theory can influence research during  
 
(a)the choice of a research topic  
 
(b)the formulation of a research problem  
 
(c)conceptualisation and operationalisation  
 
(d)the collection of data  



 
(e)analysis and interpretation of data  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (b) (c)  
(3) (a) (b) (c)  
(4) (a) (b) (c) (e)  
(5) (a) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
Based on his observations in the field Kotzé (1992:154) concludes that  
 
“residential stability/instability or security/insecurity is closely  
associated with family membership”. African studies 51  
 
The scope of theory suggested by this statement is an example of  
 
(1) empirical generalisation  
(2) middle range theory  
(3) theoretical framework  
(4) causality  
(5) ideology  
 
QUESTION 7  
 
In social science research induction is the process  
 
(a)whereby the researcher becomes familiar with a particular setting  
 
(b)through which theory is tested  
 
(c)whereby abstract concepts are made concrete variables  
 
(d)through which theory is built  
 
(e)through which general statements are derived from specific evidence  
 
(1) (a) (c)  
(2) (b) (c)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (d) (e)  
(5) (b) (e)  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which one of the following statements is the best example of a hypothesis?  
 
(1) More women than men register to study in the social sciences.  
(2) Alienation is a consequence of powerlessness.  
(3) Religiousness equals the frequency of church attendance.  
(4) The higher the level of education, the more liberal the political outlook.  
(5) The level of maturity depends on age.  
 



QUESTION 9  
 
Basic knowledge ...................., while applied knowledge...  
 
 
(a)has an impact on the problem area for a decade or longer; has solutions which  
 
are short-term in nature  
 
(b)looks at the social problem as a whole; looks only at the affected area of the  
 
social problem  
 
(c)mainly makes use of grounded theory; makes use of any theory or theories  
 
(d)creates the basis for the application of knowledge; is often not published and  
 
therefore not used  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (a) (b)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
The following types of research can be classified as longitudinal research:  
 
(a)panel studies  
(b)cohort studies  
(c)time-series research  
(d)case-study  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (a) (c)  
(3) (b) (c) (d)  
(4) (a) (b) (c)  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
A researcher intends to establish if there is a causal relationship between levels of  
atmospheric lead and learning deficits in children. The design most appropriate for  
investigating this is a/an....................research design.  
 
(1) descriptive  
(2) explanatory  
(3) exploratory  
(4) none of the above  
 
QUESTION 12  
Which of the following is not an example of qualitative field research?  
 
 
(1) A researcher studying nursing care in major hospitals spends a week working as  



a caregiver at Prince Henry’s Hospital.  
(2) An anthropologist goes to live with a tribe in New Guinea to study their religious  
practices.  
(3) A speech therapist compares two different methods of treatment for stuttering  
children.  
(4) A  
physiotherapist student spends a day in a wheelchair and uses this  
experience to compile a report on some of the problems of the physically  
handicapped.  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
Identify four situational factors that apply when we make judgements about ethics in  
research.  
 
(a)the methods we use to collect data  
 
(b)the age of the subjects we observe  
 
(c)the goal of the research study  
 
(d)our intentions as researchers  
 
(e)the consequences of the research  
 
(f) the operational definitions of constructs  
(1) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
(2) (b) (c) (d) (e)  
(3) (c) (d) (e) (f)  
(4) (a) (c) (d) (e)  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
Which methodological aspect, that has ethical implications, is ignored in the  
following scenario?  
 
The financiers of an old age home conduct a survey among the  
residents and make provision to obtain both direct and substitute  
consent prior to the survey. Some of the residents fear that their  
monthly rent would increase and as a result of this fear pretend to be  
very satisfied with the services.  
 
(1) voluntariness  
(2) competency  
(3) Hawthorne effect  
(4) universalism  
 
QUESTION 15  
 
Which ethical issue is being addressed in the following scenario?  
 
The moderator in a focus-group interview that deals  
with AIDS, uses an intimate approach by offering a  
personal anecdote, such as “The first time when I ever  



saw a condom ...”.  
 
(1) potential embarrassment  
(2) Hawthorne effect  
(3) possible universalism  
(4) expected communality  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
Which behavioural norm or principle relates to the researcher’s motives for  
conducting a research study?  
 
(1) voluntary participation  
(2) informed consent  
(3) freedom from harm  
(4) disinterestedness  
 
QUESTION 17  
 
Read the following study and identify the intended scope of this study.  
 
A researcher wants to find out what misconceptions primary  
school teachers in Gauteng have about child abuse. She  
decides to ask four groups of about seven primary school  
teachers from different schools to discuss a number of  
fictional case studies involving child abuse.  
 
She plans to identify instances of common misconceptions using a coding scheme  
developed by a previous researcher to describe  
 
(1) the prevalence of child abuse in the South African community  
(2) an individual fictional case study of child abuse  
(3) misconceptions about child abuse among primary school teachers in Gauteng  
(4) misconceptions about child abuse in fictional case studies  
 
 
QUESTION 18  
 
Which threat to the internal validity of a study arises if an uncontrolled event that  
occurs during the study affects the dependent variable?  
 
(1) history  
(2) selection  
(3) regression effect  
(4) maturation  
 
QUESTION 19  
 
Subjects are randomly assigned to experimental and control groups to ensure that  
the two groups  
 
(1) contain an equal number of subjects  
(2) consist of subjects with the same characteristics  
(3) include subjects who can be matched  



(4) do not differ systematically before the treatment is applied  
 
 
QUESTION 20  
Which one of the following factors does not play a role in designing a study?  
 
 
(1) paradigm of the researcher  
(2) data-analysis techniques  
(3) results of the study  
(4) purpose of the study  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS & ANSWERS – 2010 (S1) – Assignment 2  
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Thirty lecturers are randomly sampled from a random sample of five universities.  
This is an example of...................sampling.  
 
(1) simple random  
(2) systematic  
(3) quota  
(4) cluster  
 
QUESTION 2  
 
A researcher used systematic sampling. The sample size was 200. The sampling  
interval was 250. The first element drawn was 196. The second element would  
therefore be  
 
(1) 396  
(2) 450  
(3) 446  
(4) none of the above  
 
QUESTION 3  
 
In probability sampling, as the sample size increases, the  
 
(1) sample becomes more biased  
(2) sampling error decreases  
(3) validity of the investigation decreases  
(4) population becomes more accessible  
 
QUESTION 4  
 
A researcher wishes to study individuals suffering from agoraphobia (fear of open  
spaces).  
 



The researcher places an advertisement in the newspaper asking for  
participants. A total of 50 replies are received, of which the  
researcher randomly selects 30. Only 15 participants actually turn up  
for their appointment.  
 
Which one of the following statements is true?  
 
(1) The  
final 15 participants are likely to be a representative sample of the 30  
participants selected by the researcher.  
(2) The  
final 15 participants are likely to be a representative sample of the  
population of agoraphobics.  
(3) The randomly selected 30 participants are likely to be a representative sample  
of those agoraphobics who replied to the newspaper advertisement.  
(4) The 50 agoraphobics that replied are representative of the total population of  
agoraphobics in the circulation area of the newspaper.  
 
QUESTION 5  
 
The item below is to be used in a self-administered questionnaire. However it contains  
a problem which should be avoided.  
 
What do you think of SABC1’s news?  
(Answer in your own words, in the space provided below.)  
 
 
The above item is problematic because of the following reason:  
 
(1) An open question is not appropriate here.  
(2) Options, such as a scale, must be used.  
(3) Only one logical answer can be given.  
(4) The question asked, is vague.  
 
QUESTION 6  
 
Which level of measurement is being used in the following scenario?  
 
A teacher who is responsible for Grade 1 learners wants to determine which of the  
new learners had previously attended Grade 0 classes. She prepares a questionnaire  
which parents fill in and asks the following question:  
 
Did your child attend Grade 0 classes?  
Yes  
No  
 
The level of measurement being used, is  
 
(1) nominal  
(2) ordinal  
(3) interval  
(4) ratio  
 
QUESTION 7  



 
Which method would you use to determine whether the questionnaire, used in the  
following scenario, is reliable?  
 
You have compiled a questionnaire which you want to use to determine  
the opinions of members of your local community about the closing down  
of a local police station. You draw your sample by selecting every 3rd  
person that visits the police station.  
 
You would use the...................method.  
 
 
(1) intercoder  
(2) concurrent  
(3) test-retest  
(4) split-half  
 
QUESTION 8  
 
Ethnographic research occurs when  
 
(1) a researcher makes tape recordings of conversations, but does not get  
involved in the social interaction  
(2) the Hawthorne effects takes place  
(3) a researcher becomes involved with the activities of the group of participants  
being observed  
(4) the reason for a researcher’s presence is not known to the group being  
observed  
 
QUESTION 9  
 
The procedures used to organise and summarise quantitative data are referred to as  
 
(1) generalisations  
(2) descriptive statistics  
(3) inferential statistics  
(4) coding  
 
QUESTION 10  
 
The midmost value in a sample of scores, or the value which is higher than half of the  
scores and lower than the other half, is called the  
 
(1) central tendency  
(2) mode  
(3) median  
(4) mean  
 
QUESTION 11  
 
The measure of variability that squares the deviations from the mean and then  
averages them is called the  
 
(1) variance  



(2) spread  
(3) standard deviation  
(4) range  
 
 
QUESTION 12  
 
Which best describes the frequency distribution of the age of readers of a financial  
magazine?  
 
(1) The total of all ages divided by the number of readers  
(2) The standard deviation indicating the spread of the age distribution  
(3) A table of the number of readers aged 18, 19, etcetera  
(4) A graph of the ages of readers arranged from young to old  
 
QUESTION 13  
 
Which of the following statements refer to the nature of qualitative research?  
(a)Any research about persons’ lives, their lived experiences, emotions and  
feelings.  
(b)Any type of research that produces findings not arrived at by statistical  
procedures.  
(c)Any type of research that produces findings not arrived at by any means of  
quantification.  
(d)Any type of research that facilitates discovery by giving a voice to the people  
and their experiences being studied.  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (c) (d)  
(3) (a) (b) (c)  
(4) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 14  
 
Which of the following statements fit the task description of qualitative researchers?  
 
(a)Qualitative researchers aim to understand and interpret how the various  
participants in a specific social setting construct and interpret the world around  
them.  
 
(b)Qualitative researchers aim to give privilege to the perspectives of the research  
participants.  
 
(c)Qualitative researchers concern themselves with the question whether  
participants’ perspectives have been authentically represented in the research  
process and the interpretations made from the information gathered.  
 
(d)Qualitative researchers concern themselves with whether the findings are  
consistent in the sense that they “fit” the data and the social context from  
which they were derived.  
 
(1) (a) (b)  
(2) (c) (d)  
(3) (a) (c) (d)  



(4) (a) (b) (c) (d)  
 
QUESTION 15  
 
In practice, when is it justifiable for the researcher to commence with analysing  
 
qualitative data?  
 
(a)when the researcher gets tired  
 
(b)when the research participants get tired  
 
(c)when data saturation becomes noticeable  
 
(d)when multiple interviews have been conducted and/or observations have  
 
been made and patterns and themes start recurring, or no new information  
 
emerges  
 
(1) (a)  
(2) (b)  
(3) (c) (d)  
(4) (b) (d)  
 
QUESTION 16  
 
What pointers should you as a qualitative researcher keep in mind when reading  
 
through the transcription of interviews conducted?  
(a)If the transcripts are too extensive, do not attempt to read them all at once.  
(b)When your mind starts to wander or you become impatient or start feeling  
 
uninterested, it is time to pause.  
 
(c)Refrain from starting to read the transcripts from the beginning of the  
document. When you start out you are in peak form. If you always confine this  
energy to the first section of your data, you are more likely to exclude or  
overlook valuable information from later sections. Reading the last third of the  
interview before the first portion, is one technique that may help you to shed  
new light on each interview.  
 
(1) (a) (c)  
(2) (b)  
(3) (c)  
(4) (a) (b) (c)  
 
QUESTIONS 17 TO 20 RELATE TO THE FOLLOWING REPORT:  
Why women shoppers can’t help acting on impulse  
 
Sunday Times Reporter: London  
 
 
QUESTION 17  



 
The problem under investigation in this research report can be described as  
 
(1) understanding the subconscious workings of consumers’ minds  
(2) showing the differences between men and women shoppers  
(3) helping large corporations improve sales of their products  
(4) determining the accuracy of consumer surveys  
 
QUESTION 18  
 
The first paragraph of the report describes the  
 
(1) sample on which the research was based  
(2) hypothesis that was subjected to testing  
(3) tentative findings from the research  
(4) existing research documented in literature  
 
QUESTION 19  
 
The findings of the reported research can be summarised as follows:  
 
(1) Women experience a greater surge of blood than men to the right prefrontal  
cortex when shopping impulsively.  
(2) Market  
research is generally an inaccurate indication of shopping trends  
because of limited responses.  
(3) Increased blood flow to parts of the brain can influence consumers’ reactions  
to certain store environments.  
(4) A wide variety of shop types and sales pitches are likely to influence shoppers  
into making purchases.  
 
QUESTION 20  
 
The type of research reported in the article represents....................research.  
 
 
(1) applied  
(2) consumer  
(3) market  
(4) action  
 


