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2013-2017 Please always check notes. I reserve my right to be human and make errors. 

ANSWERS ARE TAKEN FROM TUTORIAL LETTERS, STUDY GUIDE AND FELLOW STUDENT NOTES.
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h. Proverbs are phrases which are used in a community to …
1. express general truths.
2. pose questions that demand an answer.
3. entertain adults and children.
4. combat boredom.

1
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i. Wherein lies the importance of an idiomatic translation?
1. It is the preliminary step in a translation and precedes a literal translation.
2. It forms a meaningful, stylistically well-formed whole.
3. It is produced without consideration of the larger context in which the passage 
occurs.
4. It is a word-for-word translation from the original

2

1

This passage is taken from the study guide on the CD page 12/13 the last paragraph. Money
These questions are also supposed to be answered in Zulu.
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The goat runs away. It thinks the owner will ask for his money / 

The donkey. / 

The dog. /

Money. /
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4 characters. 3 animals and 1 man. / 

THEMES 

People are educated about;

the dangers of:
jealousy, arrogance, greed, unfaithfulness, cruelty, laziness, etc., 

The importance of qualities like:
wisdom, bravery, cooperation, love, kindness, patience, obedience, etc. is highlighted 

uZenzile and uZenziwe 

In this story we see how jealousy drove the new wife to hatred. This hatred made the women to think of evil deeds which they 
would use to eliminate the boy. Unwary about the girl’s presence, they planned to poison the boy’s food, to dig a big hole into 
which he would fall and to lay in wait for him to enter his room and kill him. The girl heard all their plans and each time warned
her brother of the danger that awaited him. As a result the brother was able to avert all the danger that was to befall him. 
People should always know that good overcomes evil. Never plan evil deeds because evil is always defeated. 
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Folktales have formulae, i.e. words that uniquely mark the introduction, the response and the ending. 

The unique structure of Zulu folktales 

 Folktales have formulae, that is, words that uniquely mark the introduction, the response and the ending. 
 As an introduction, the narrator would usually say  Kwesukesukela. 
 In the body of the folktale, the story-teller interplay establishes a strong sense of mutual supportiveness. 
 The narrator uses various gestures and tones of voice to imitate and to portray the characters. 
 To mark the end of the folktale the narrator says:  Cosu cosu iyaphela. 

UZenzile noZenziwe / Kwesukasukela! Cosu! 

Kwakukhona inkosikazi eyayinezingane ezimbili. 

They respond by saying: Cosi

Indoda yaphuma elawini lomfana yabaleka ngoba yesaba ukuthi umfana uzoyibulala. Cosu, Cosu iyaphela. 

(b) Explanatory paragraph on the role of the audience in Zulu story telling:
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The role of the audience in Zulu story telling is important for example, interruptions by the audience assure the story teller that
he/she still has their attention. The narrator would usually say: “Kwesukasukela ….” The listeners are not supposed to be 
passive. They respond by saying: Cosi. Throughout the narration they laugh, join in singing if the tale has a short song which 
is repeated by a certain character in the tale.

This storyteller-audience interplay establishes a strong sense of mutual supportiveness.

VALUE AND PURPOSE OF FOLKTALES 

(a) Discuss the values and purposes of folktales among the Zulu people. Support your answer by referring to any Zulu folktale 
you know: 

 Folktales are narrated to entertain, educate and instruct both children and adults. 

 Because of the spoken word used in folktales children learn to relate to their natural and social environment. 

 Through storytelling social values are instilled and encouraged while malpractices are condemned. 

 Storytelling is an important vehicle of cultural preservation. 

 Stories have timeless messages and universal qualities. 

 They are a means of introducing subjects for discussion such as moral issues and warnings about anti-social behaviour. 

 They embody the inherited wisdom of the people. 
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This story shows that it is a good thing to be trustworthy at all times. If you don’t owe anyone anything, like the donkey in the 
story, you do not have a reason to panic. On the contrary if you have been untrustworthy or unfaithful your conscience will 
always trouble you.

Folktales may be classified according to themes or characters.

As regards characters, the following types are the most common: 
➢ cannibal tales,
➢ trickster tales, 
➢ monster or ogre tales, 
➢ human tales and 
➢ animal tales

Page17



AFL1504 EXAM PREP 2018 SEMESTER 1 JULES KHOMO

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

Function of riddles 

Riddles serve a three-fold function: 

● form of entertainment and combat boredom 
● fulfil a very important social and moral function 
● play a very significant educational role, as they are meant to stimulate and sharpen the intellect of the young so that they 
would be able to listen carefully, and after careful analysis of a riddle, come up with a well thought-out answer. 

➢ Riddles also encourage the youth to study their environment and their culture. 

EXAMPLE OF A RIDDLE

17. Ngikuphica ngomcondo kamesisi. (I trick you with the madam’s thin legs.)

Impendulo: Inalithi (A needle) 

Nature and structure of riddles 

Discuss the nature and structure of Zulu riddles with suitable examples. 

 Riddles are questions that should be answered, but they may not necessarily be in the form of a question. 

 They are often in the form of simple statements. 

 The contents of a riddle provides clues towards finding the answer. 
 The questioner starts by saying  Ngiyakuphica in Zulu, and then the audience has to guess the correct answer to the 

statement or question being posed. 

 A variety of poetic devices may be encountered in riddles, such as parallelism (similarity in successive passages), contrast, 
ideophones (e.g. sound imitations), repetitions, compound words, interjections, personification, metaphors and direct speech.
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Introductory phrase of a riddle in isiZulu: Ngiyakuphica/Ngikuphicaphica 

2. ukuthatha ngozipho – to steal

2. Lo mfana uthatha ngozipho. (This boy is a thief.) 

4. ukuhamba ngezinqe – to lack basic commodities

4. Laba bantu beswele bahamba ngezinqe. (These people do not have anything they lack basic commodities .) 

10. ukudla ubuthongo – to sleep

10. Le ngane iyabudla ubuthongo. (This child sleeps a lot.)

11. ukulala ngamanzi – to sleep without eating anything

11. Izolo balele ngamanzi bengenakudla . (They slept without eating anything yesterday.) 

19. ukuthathwa wukufa – to die

19. Unina wathathwa ukufa basebancane. (Their mother died when they were still small.)
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I HAVE ADDED THESE IDIOMS AS THEY ALWAYS APPEAR IN THE EXAMS

Use the following idioms in Zulu sentences of your own to show that you understand what they mean: 

i. ukushaya ihlombe (to clap hands in unison for an achievement which has been attained).

Abantu bashaya ihlombe bemhalalisela ngokuphumelela kwakhe. 

ii. ukubamba indlela (to walk away) 

Umfana wabamba indlela eqonde ekhaya. 

iii. ukushaya amathambo (to go to a sangoma and be told about your misfortunes)
 
Isangoma sashaya amathambo simtshela ngempilo yakhe. 

iv. ukubamba oyaziyo (to walk away from a situation)

Wathi angaqeda ukusebenza wabamba ayaziyo. 

v. ukufaka isandla (to help (financially) where you see a need) 

Amakhosikazi afaka isandla ukuze abantwana bathole ukudla. 
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Occasions for which songs were composed in Zulu culture: 

Songs in Zulu are composed and sung in:
work groups, when asking for rain, in time of war, for weddings and other traditional ceremonies, and for children 

Structure of songs

Folk-songs are not rigid. Flexibility and variability characterise the tune as well as the text. Different singers may give different
renditions of the same song or the same folk-singer may sing a song somewhat differently on different occasions. The same 
song may also differ according to the area in which the song is sung. A number of lines or parts of lines are usually repeated 
throughout the song.

Childrens’ song

Children will usually sing this song when they mimic the movement of birds. As they sing the hop and jump, hop and jump 
imitating how birds hop and jump as the move on the ground

Wedding song

This song is sung at a wedding by the bridal party. Although it is a song of delight, it also carries a message to the groom’s 
party that they should look well after the orphan. It this does not happen, there are many allegations will be directed to the 
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bride. They will accuse her of stealing, of being a witch and of eating the eggs of her in-laws before a cow is slaughtered to 
give her permission to eat certain foods in her-in-laws household..

(a) In Zulu culture various proverbs serve various purposes. Mention one of the purposes and also give an example of a Zulu 
proverb to illustrate your answer. (2) 

Proverbs express general truths, 

• such as to warn, advise or encourage to do good. 

Any example of a proverb: Iphika nkani lifela enkanini. 

(b) Alliteration (repetition of similar sounds in a line) and assonance (repetition of the same vowel sounds) are the easiest 
sound patterns that form rhythm and which one can easily pick up in praise poems. 

From Shaka’s praise poem extract an example of alliteration and assonance 

Examples of alliteration in Shaka’s praise poem: 

USishaka kasishayeki (repetition of ‘s’ and ‘sh’ sounds) 
Ilemb’eleq’ amany’amalembe ngokukhalipha (repetition of ‘l’ sound) 

Examples of assonance 

Kwaze kwas’ amanxulum’ esibikelana (repetition of vowel ‘a’) 
Ilemb’eleq’ amany’amalembe ngokukhalipha (repetition of vowel ‘e’) 
(Any example which shows alliteration and assonance will be accepted.) 

Page22



AFL1504 EXAM PREP 2018 SEMESTER 1 JULES KHOMO

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

THIS PASSAGE IS TAKEN FROM MY SISTER’S WEDDING IN THE CD STUDY GUIDE PAGE 31
THE ANSWERS SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN ZULU

Page23



AFL1504 EXAM PREP 2018 SEMESTER 1 JULES KHOMO

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

Women brewing African beer. 
Children singing wedding songs. 
Males dancing. 
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(a) Abantu abeze emshadweni kadadewethu baningi. 

(b) Umakoti ufike ngemoto enhle eluhlaza eyiBMW 

(c) Umakoti ugqoke ingubo emhlophe. 

(d) Umkhwenyane umlinde ngaphakathi esontweni. 

(e) Umkhwenyane ugqoke isudi emnyama 

(f) Amakhosikazi apheke ukudla okuningi ekhaya 

(g) Amakhosikazi aphise utshwala obuningi, enze 
neziphuzo eziningi 
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(h) Izingane zicula amaculo amnandi omshado 

Zenzile heard the song her sister was singing, she did not enter her room. Her sister always sang when something bad was 
about to happen to her, even today her father wanted to kill her. She hid in her room so that she could kill him as he enters., 
because of Zenziwe’s song. Zenzile did not enter her room, what happened was the man left the room fearing the boy would 
kill him.
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The next day when Zenzile went herding, the woman and his father made a plan to kill the boy. They agreed to dig a big hole in 
the forest, so that the boy falls inside. The hole was deep and the boy will die without being seen by anyone. Even then they 
where talking and did not see that Zenziwe is close and was listening to everything they where saying about her brother. 
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“Yekela ukuhleka ungisize”,  ugogo ekhuza. Umelusi akazi ukuthi enze njani – amudonse noma amududule ugogo? Ugogo 
uyabona ebusweni bomfana ukuthi ukhathazekile, manje usehleka umfana. Bamba udondolo lwami, sengigugile manje, 
angikwazi ukukhahlela amathini emgwaqweni kepha ngiyakwazi ukugibela ibhasi. 
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UMBUZO 6 / QUESTION 6 

Bhala indaba noma ingxoxo eyikhasi elilodwa ngesihloko ESISODWA kwezilandelayo, NOMA amapharagrafu amabili anemigqa ayi-10 ukuya 
kweyi-15 ngezihloko EZIMBILI kwezilandelayo:/ Write an essay or dialogue in Zulu of about 1 page on ONE of the following topics, OR TWO 
paragraphs of about 10 to 15 lines each on TWO of the following topics: 

(a) Ngithanda ukufunda isiZulu ngoba … / I like learning isiZulu because…. 
(b) Kumnandi ukuhlala eNingizimu Afrika./ It is great to live in South Africa. 
(c) Inja yami./ My dog. 
(d) Ekhaya ngeSonto./ At home on Sunday 
(e) Emsebenzini./ At work. 
(f) Umndeni wami./ My family. 
(g) Ukuyothenga ezitolo./ Going to the shops. 
(h) Ingxoxo: UGugu utshela udokotela ukuthi akaphili, uhlushwa ngumkhuhlane. / Dialogue: Gugu tells the Dr that she is sick, she has flu. 
(i) Ingxoxo: UThemba uxoxa nomngane wakhe uLindelwa ngokufunda kwabo e-UNISA./ Dialogue: Themba tells Lindelwa about their studies 
at UNISA. 
(j) Ingxoxo: Umthengisi kaphethroli egalaji uxoxa nomthengi kaphetroli./ Dialogue: A petrol attendant speaks to the customer at the garage 
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ANSWER TAKEN FROM TUTORIAL LETTER 202/2/2017

There was a woman who had two children. These children were a boy and a girl, Zenzile and Zenziwe. After some time their 
mother died, and their father married another wife. This new wife hated Zenzile very much because he was a clever boy. This 
wife caused the father of the children to hate Zenzile. One day they plotted to kill him.

UMBUZO 4 / QUESTION 4 

Funda isiqephu esilandelayo bese uphendula imibuzo ngesiZulu./ Read the following extract and then answer the questions in Zulu. 

Ithe ukuba iyizwe indaba yokukhetha imisila imbila yacabanga ngendawo yayo eyayiphezulu edwaleni. Indawo eyayifudumele kamnandi. 
Yayisinquma ukungayi ukuyokhetha umsila. Yahamba yayohlala edwaleni layo. Yamemeza izimfene ezazedlula ngendlela yathi kuzo, 
“Ningikhethele umsila nami uma niyolanda eyenu enkosini, ibhubesi”. “Kulungile,” kwethembisa izimfene zedlula ngokukhulu ukushesha. 
Kuthe emva kwesikhashana zonke izilwane zase zibuthene ngaphansi kwedwala okwakungumuzi wenkosi ibhubesi. Isilwane ngasinye 
kwakufanele ukuba sikhethe umsila. Lokhu kwakuhlelwe ukuba kuhambe kahle, kodwa ngoba ibhubesi lase ligugile futhi lingasaboni, 
layihlanganisa imisila. 
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(a) Iyiphi indaba okwakuxoxwa ngayo kule ndaba?/ Which matter is being 
discussed in this passage? 

(a) Kule ndaba kuxoxwa ngendaba yokukhethwa 
kwemisila.

(b) Yayicabanga ngani imbila ngenkathi kuxoxwa ngale ndatshana?/ What was 
the rock-rabbit thinking about when this matter was discussed? 

(b) Imbila yayicabanga ngendawo yayo eyayiphezulu 
edwaleni.

(c) Yayikuphi indawo yembila futhi injani?/ Where was the rock-rabbit’s place and
what was it like? 

(c) Indawo yembila yayifudumele kamnandi.

(d) Yanquma ukuthini imbila?/ What did the rock-rabbit decide on? (d) Imbila yanquma ukuthuma izimfene ukuthi ziyikhethele
umsila.

(e) Yisiphi isilwane esasiyinkosi yezilwane?/ Which animal was the king of the 
animals? (1) 

(e) Isilwane esasiyinkosi kwakuyibhubesi.

(f) Kwenziwa yini ukuthi ibhubesi lihlanganise imisila?/ What made the lion to mix
the tails up? 

(f) Ibhubesi lahlanganisa imisila ngoba lase ligugile futhi 
lingasaboni

(g) Yini eyethenjiswa yizimfene?/ What did the apes promise? (g) Izimfene zethembisa ukuthi zizoyikhethela umsila 
imbila.

Page33



AFL1504 EXAM PREP 2018 SEMESTER 1 JULES KHOMO

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

UMBUZO 5 / QUESTION 5

(a) Paraphrase the following Zulu passage in English.

UMelusi wayekuthanda ukuya ezitolo nogogo wakhe. Ugogo wakhe wayewazonda amarobhothi. Wayengakwazi ukuhamba asheshe uma 
amarobhothi eluhlaza okotshani. Wayegugile. Wayezizonda nezimoto ezazishayela ngokushesha zimedlula kwangathi zishayelwa
yizinhlanya/ngabantu abahlanyayo.

Answer:

Melusi liked going to the shops with his grandmother. His grandmother hated traffic lights. She could not move too quickly 
when the lights were green. She was old. She also hated seeing cars which drove quickly past her as if they were driven by 
mad people.
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T

The owner of the car told them to get in, the car drove until they got off. When they got off, the donkey paid the money the 
driver told him about, it left. The owner of the car was happy with what the donkey did. The dog also paid but the dog’s money 
needed some change, the owner of the car told the dog to wait until he finds change. The goat kept asking but no money, it 
then saw that nothing will help then ran to the forest.
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This woman made their father hate Zenzile. One day they came up with a plan to kill him. At the time the plan was made 
Zenziwe was close by and heard everything they where saying about her brother. Zenzile always left early in the morning to 
herd his father’s cows. One day the new wife and his father made a plan to poison Zenzile’s sour milk (food). 
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Imbuzi yacinga yonke indawo kepha ayitholanga mali. Yase icabanga ukuthi akuna lutho oluzosiza, yase ibalekela ehlathini. 
Indaba yembuzi yethukuthelisa umshayeli wemoto.  Waqhubeka eshayela ngaphandle kokunika inja ushintshi wayo. Loku 
kwathukuthelisa inja. Yasuke ya gijimisa imoto, icabanga ukuthi umshayeli uzoma ayinikeze ushintshi.
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Kuze kube ngcono uma uthisha esekwazi ukuthi unamalimi futhi kuvamile ukuthi ungayazi impendulo enembayo. Usezothi-ke uma efika 
kuwe usabambekile, adlulele phambili. Uyothi eqambe ebuya, hhawu usuqaqekile emlonyeni, usumnikeza impendulo abeyifuna.
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The schools are closed and the learners are happy because they wont have to wake up early in the morning. Its difficult for 
them to wake up early in winter. The children do not like winter.

Ugogo nomkhulu bahlala epulazini eduzane  ko lwandle. Ngivakasha njalo uma izikole zivaliwe. Epulazini kunezilwane 
eziningi, ngithanda ukunikeza izinkukhu ukudla futhi ngidlale nezinja. 
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UMBUZO 4 / QUESTION 4 

Funda isiqephu esilandelayo bese uphendula imibuzo. / Read the following extract and then answer the questions. 
Umnikazi wemoto wathi zingagibela. Yahamba-ke imoto, yaze yayofika lapho zazizokwehla khona. Zathi uma zehla, imbongolo yakhokha 
imali yayo eyayibizwe umshayeli wemoto, yasuka yahamba. Wajabula umnikazi wemoto ngesenzo sembongolo. Inja nayo yakhokha imali 
yayo kodwa kwatholakala ukuthi imali yayo ihlangene, umnikazi wemoto wathi kuzomele ilinde ukuze ithole ushintshi wayo. Imbuzi yona 
yabasathe mpumpu, lutho imali. Yabona ukuthi akukho okuzoyisiza, yathi galo yephuka, yayongena ehlathini. 

(a) (i) Le nganekwane ixoxa ngezilwane ezintathu. Yiziphi lezo? / This 
folktale is a story about three animals. Which are these animals? (1) 

Imbongolo, inja nembuzi. 

(ii) Kungani umshayeli wemoto athi lezi zilwane azigibele? / Why did the 
driver of the car say that these animals should get into the car? (1)

Umshayeli wemoto wayefuna izilwane zigibele ukuze 
zikhokhe imali. 

(iii) Ungathi le nganekwane iqukethe yini indikimba? Kungani usho njalo? /
What would you say is the theme of this folktale? Why do you say so? (2)

Iqukethe indikimba yokwethembeka nokungethembeki. 
[Umfundi ngamunye angaba nemibono eminye 
ezwakalayo mayelana nempendulo]. 
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